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G ( 
J F you were only one of the finelt 
writers of your time, you would 
probably have eſcaped the trouble of 
this addreſs, which is drawn on you, | 

leſs by the luſtre of your underſtanding, 4 
chan by the amiable qualities of your — 
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with an humble but earneſt wiſh, to 
promote the intereſts of virtue, as far 


DEDICATION; 
23 the capacity of the author allows ; | 
there is, I flitter myſelf, a peculiar 
propriety in inſcfibing them to you, 
Madam, who, while your works con- 
vey inſtruction and delight to the beſt- · 
infortded of the other dx} furniſſi, by 
your conduct, an admirable pattern 
of life and manners to your own. 
And 1 can with truth remark, that thoſe 
graces of converſation, which would be 
the brit, praiſe of almoſt any other cha- 
8 fer, conſlirute but an inferior * 
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Wa to the e che 
„ 8 fy 
lities of the author may have prevent oj 
her from ſucceeding to her'wiſh/in the | 
| execution of her” preſe atone, the , 
humbly truſts that the vprigheneſs of | 
her intention will procure it a candid/ 
aud faxouruble reception” The fol 
lowing little Eſſays are chieffy calcu- £ 
lated for the younger pa 'of ber on . 


r . 5 


9 


3 N TRODUC TION, 


ſex, hs ſhe Andere herſelf, will not 
eſteem them the leſs, becauſe they were 
written immediately for their ſeryice, - 
She by no means pretends to have 
compoſed a regular ſyſtem of morals, 
or a finiſhed plan of condu@: ſhe has 
only eee eee e e 
| marks on ſuch circumſtances as ſeemed 
to her ſuſceptible of ſome improve- 
ment, and on ſuch ſubjects as ſhe ima- 
gined were particulatly :intereſting 
young ladies, on their firſt hw | 
tion into the world. She hopes they | 
will not be' offended if ſhe: has occa- 
ſionally pointed out certain qualities, 
and ſuggeſtecd certain Ne, a 
diſpoßtions, ag gu feminin, A 
well 36 hazarded. me pbſeryations. 
 - Which oaturally, argſe fm the ſuhject. 
05 e 0 different characteg which mast 
the ſexeg. And heue again ſhe tees 
* * ee 
2 


PR 


| ſpeRtive, | appropriated. qualiñications, 


candid will never attempt to break 
donn; as indeed. it would be highly 
impolitic to annihilate diſtinftions from 


. oc 1 


. 9 Fo wt 


NTROPBCTION. N 1 | 


rions cannot, be: 900 nicely maintained 3 


for beſides, .thoſe. important qualities 
common to boch, each; ſex-þas its re- 


which would ceaſe to be meritorious, 


the inſtant they eeaſed to be appropri - 


ated. Nature, propriety, and cuſtom 


have preſcribed certain bounds to each; 


bounds vhich the prudent and the 


which each acquires excellence, and 
to attempt innovations, by . both 
wookd belofers; Eg. 
1121 bm <1 SSL 7 117 "+ 331 A | 

eee coves tyode | 
their own intereſts; ſo little, a when. 


they affe&- thoſe qualities. and accam- = 


pliſhments; from the want of which, 
they deriye their higheſt merit. *The 
3 4 * 


= 
— as 
"Wh ———E— — PP HE et 


an am writer, ſpeaking of the ſex. 


Wen end mopal,' clearly pojncs. out the 


* 


K 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Greater delicacy evidently implics 
greater fragility'; and this weakneſs, na- 


neceſſity of a eee 


ebenen an reve ws 1a 


i , 
| «$8 2 97 
1 10 | # IS , 104 4 
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keep up the alluſion of the poet, juſt 


quoted, ſne would aſk if we do not 
rity, and maoſt remote from any pro- 
bability of accident, or deſtruction ? 


By being ſo ſituated, they find their, 
pe in their weakneſs, 20 their 


e thaw being-ofed at a 
ſign of placing young ladies in a tri - 
vial; unimportant light; it is only 
introduced to inſinuate, that Where 


chere is mort e and more weak - 
Dh | neſs, 


ſpection, * 


* Htvations which call them into action. 
thy bofling ens — 


** £ 


| INTRODUCTION, 5 
0 there ſhopld aver we | 


** pd 5 | 
Mu, on the contrary, are 77 
for the more public exhibitions on the 


great theatre of human life. Like the 


ſtronger and more ſubſtantial wares, 


they derive no injury, and loſe no 
bei r being; d eee ene 


engaged in the conſtant commerce of 
the world. It is their proper element, 
where they reſpire their natural air, 
and exert their nobleſt powers, in 


rep in counſels,” i 9 EPR} - 
T iomiior wi 
8 will 8 
ing a very bold remark, in the opi- 
nion a0 many * when ſhe adds, 
3 


8 rbb To 


- th female mind: u cn do 
not appear capable of 'anaining- py 
high a degree of perſection in ſcience 
4 the male. Yet ſhe Hopes to be for- 
given” When the obſerves älſo, that 
it does not ſcem ö Yerive the Thief 
portion of itt exceleiite from extra- 
ordinary abllicies- of this kind, it is 
not at all Tefferied by the imputation of 
not poſeMing them. It is resdily al. 
. loved; that che ſex have lively ich. 

ginations; and thoſe exquiſite pereep- 


tions of the beautiful and defeQive, 


which come under the denomination of 
Taſtec- But pretenſions to that ſtrengtii 
of intellect, Which is requiſite to pe- 
netrute into the ubſtruſer walks of l- 

terature, it is preſumed they will rea- 
duily relinquiſh. There are green paſ- 
tures, and pleaſant vallies where they 
may winder with fafety to themſel ves 
They may bak | 


 tivate 


_ viliiable. — df reads 4-ertis 
cim; But the Keeps of Parnaſſus few, 
cothpiratively; have attempted to ſcale 
with fuctem. And when it is conider- 
&d, chat many languäges, and many 
ſeietices, mut bontribute th the pets 
fefion of poetical cempoſitibn it will | 
Ppeaf leis Krautze. The lofty Epic; 
the pointed Satire; and the mort dar- 
ing and ſucceſsful flights of the Tragie 
Muſe, ſeem reſerved for the bold ad- 
er- other der. enn. 

eine edu 9 At 4 $4 | U ods 
Non du di bee i 
bended, it all infutt the intpreſte 
the women; rey have other. preten- 
flons, on which to value themſelves; 
and er e mueli bettet caleu- 
| Hited to änſwer their particular pur» 
Poſes. Wx are enatdufel of thie ſuft 

Ne ne 
„ 5 4 . 


n . * 7 ? © * 
a 1 a | 
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t eee 


| | Muſe, while, te che ſweet. hates of ibo 
45 paſtaral reed, they ſing the 3 

| tions of the Shepherd ——ů 
| Lave, or-the-innocent delights. of m 
Won. . been aGribed to, 
3 of. — 2. Nos 
their Gimpliciry is their perfection, and 


. whe Fins 1 Bun N 8 30157 


5 nus enn dat. hel lofry.bards_ 
who ſtrung their bolder harps ker 
and fung the raub of: Pe- 

how: bn and. Man firſt. Diſobedience, 
| have never been cenſured for... want 
| effinectnels andaefinement.,.. The: labs 
1 2 che neryous and the ati. 
their compoſitions z,;ag the 

2 beautiful, che ſoft, and tha 

we dh of dhe athens delicate. 
3 80 u | | 8 q 5 , "ge == 
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ANTRODUC 


dignity, and force, diſtinguiſh the one 
ſpecies; caſe, ſimplicity, and purity, 
the other. Both thine from, their, na- ; 
tive, diſtinct, unborrowed merits, not 
from thoſe which are foreign, adven- 

titious, and unnatural, Yer thoſe ex- 
cellencies, which wake up the efſencial 
and conſtituent parts of Poetry, they 
bre in common. io ee e ee 


11. $55 — "=> 
= 


own have 3 quicker pi 
ceptions ; men have juſter boden. 
Women conſider how things may 
de prettily Taid; men how they ok 
be properly ſaid —In women (young 
ones at-leaſt), ſpeaking accompanies, | 
and ſometimes precedes reflection; in 
men, | refleftion is the antecedent - 
Women ſpeak to ſhine or to' pleaſe; 
to convince or confute.—Wo- 
*. 8 what 15 mn wen 


TION. . 


d —— 
phos Hil So, 6 ek - 


e ene of Fatty, before the "molt 
| {tfutate reafohi8; of the mbit"fabs- 
 fious" inveſtigation of facts. "In tite- 
ray. Evnipolition, women are pleaſed 
Ah Point, turn, And ancitfithis; men 

with obſervation, dd a Juſt dedue- | 
tion of ctieds from their Cate 
Women are fond of incident, rae 
ment. Women admire paſſionate- 
8 17. men approve cautiouſly, —One ſex 
ow vill think. it betrays, a Want 'of . 
25 to be moderate i in their applauſe, 
other vill be afraid of expoling a a 
want. of judgment by being in rap- 
tures with any thing —Men refuſe t to 
8 give way. to the emotions they aftu- 
ally 5 while women ſometimes #: 
1 to be tranſported bernd what | 


the occalion.w; juſtify. Hi 


V. ei n 
35 13 have m Alo oF" R 
e 0 r 


ro 1 


nnn TGE 
has been advanced on the different 
bent of- the underſtanding in the 
fete, it may be obſetved, chat we 
have heard of many female wits; but 
never of one female logieian of many | 
dmitable writers" of its, burke  * 
ver of one ehronologer.— In the born: 


leſd and abtial regions of romance, and 
im that faſhionable ſpecies of eompo- 


n ee e 
caifies” a nearer approximiation”rs'the - Þ 
| Marhers of the "world, " the” wortien 
clindr” be ettelletf : | this imäginapy l 
ſail they have e un ESP 1 
tivating, wen Joie” +4: 3 | 


IT Yo". views Tera RE 2a 5 


IAI ind of writing 

ents” in the — — W real 
life 2 as to the events themſelves, with 
* | en, 


” INTRODUCTION, 


8,/cortain. elevation in the narrative, 
which places them, if not above what 
is patyral, vet above what is common. 
le, farther conſiſts in, the art of inte 
reſting the tender feelings by a pathe- 


ic repreſentation; of thoſe minute, en- 


dearing, domeſtic circumſtances, which 
take captive the ſoul before ii has 
time to ſbield itſelf with, the armour 
of tellection. To amuſe, rather than 
to inſtruct, or to inſiruct indirectly by 


hort inſetences, drawn from a long 
| concatenation: of circumſtances, is at 8 
once the buſineſs. of this ſort of com. 


poſition, and one of the IO 


. i 
of female genius ?, Bd as nie 
A e a ra, WE 

ex essa poſition, that this nation can boni a 
ſemale critic, poet, hiſtorian, linguiſt, philoſopher, 
and moraliſt, equal to moſt of the other ſex. To theſe 
particular” inſtances others might be adduted'y//bar it 
is preſumed, that they only ſtand. as exceptiops| again 
2 eee 


* * "7 #S-1: 514 5 71 a 


tn 1. 4 | - I 
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„ Wott, it ippeits that the mind 
in esch ſex has ſome" natural Kind o 
bias, which conſtitütes à diſtinction e 
| character, and that the happineſs. of 
boch depends, in gest mesure, on 
the prelervation aud © obſervinte of 
this diſtinction. For where would be 
che fuperior pleaſure and ſatbfuction 
reſulting from mixed converfation, if 
this difference were aboliflied ?*" Tithe 
qualities' of both were in variably nd 
exaltly the ſame,” ho benefit or enter 
tainment would ariſe from the tedious 
umd inſipid uniformity of foch an . 
ET "whereas 'colificerable- ad- 
vantages are reaped om Wen W. 
ciety of both ſexes. The rough an- 
gles and aſperities of male manners 
are imperceptibly filed, and gradually | 
worn ſmooth, by the poliſhing of fe- 
female taſte while the ideas of wo- 


14 INTRODUCTION: 


wep-acquire Rrength, and falighty, by | 
their aſſociating, with ſenſible, intel. 


I» oy 2 \ N 912 $2.0 
| on the whole, (even ifs me be the 


al of  purſuip) is it nat Fetter 20 
mobs wane, tha rfl ape. 
fp dine. by; palking. hoody in o 


edycar ion ſera 0 _haye. mathe: cot, 
3 de copnterect them g1l, by, 
mgying avkwardly in à path digme- 
wically oppoſite? 10 be good origi-; 
nals, rather than. bad imitators ?\ In 
wotd, t be rrcellent „ rather 


than indifferent en en gebar, 
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dern manners, it has been plead- 

| 4 chat the ſofter vices of Luxury = 

4001 belong rather . 
tile und yielding rempers, - than ta 

ſuck as are rugged and ferocious : tha * 
they are vices which increaſe civili- 

zation,” ad” tend to promote rene: 

2 the” cultivarion- of B- 
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16 ON DISSIPATION: 
Bur this is an aſſertion, the truth 

of which the expetience of all ages 

contradicts. Nero was not leſs a ty- 


rant for bein fiddler: He * who 
_ withe() the wh ble Roman people had 
but one neck, that he might diſpatch 
| them at a blow, was himſelf the moſt | 
debauched man in Rome 3 and Sydne 
and Ruſſel, were condemned to bleed 


Y + 


ON\DISSIPATION; 25 
is as gravely declaimed againſt at the 


ee ere 


| Box angie, ix oof de 
as the readieft relief to domeſtic iofeli- 
city ; it draws the mind a while from the 
ſubject of its diſtreſs, and ſuffers it to 
enjoy an interval of caſe : but this re- 
ſource is as treacherous as it is momen- 
tary, and plunges the mind into more 
real diſtreſs. than that from ms it 
promiſed to relieve ir. 


| Taj riot dining anni tho 
amuſements of the theatre for their 
dulneſs, and the gameſter blames them 
both for their levity, She, whoſe whole 
foul is | ſwallowed. up. in . opera... exta- 
cies, is: aſtoniſhed, that ber acquaint- 


ance can- ſpend whole nights in prey- 
Ws the fortunes of 
C. 


"Ws 
o - 


their 


16 ON DISSIPATION: 


their fellow- creatures; while the grave 

ſober ſinner, who paſſes her pale and 
anxious vigils in this faſhionable ſort 
of pillaging, is no leſs ſurpriſed how | 
the other can waſte her precious time 
in hearing ſounds for which ſhe has 


no taſte, in a language the does not 
underſtand. „„ 


* ot every one ſeems convinced, 
that the evil ſo much complained of 
does really exiſt ſomewhere, though all 
are inwardly perſuaded that it is not 
with themſelves. All deſire a general 
_ reformation; but few will liſten to pro- 
poſals of particular amendment; the 
body muft' be reflored, but each limb 
begs to remain as it is; and accufation”” 
which concern all, will be likely tc f. 3 
fect none. They think that Hb, like 
matter, is diviſible; and that what is 
ſeattered among fo many, cannot ma- 

EOF hs terially 


ON DISSIPATION. i 


viduals contribute ſeparately to _ 

an which * gy. gas 
1 

Tur prevailing manners 'of 5 an 1 
ee more than we are aware, or 
are willing to allow, on the conduct 
of the women; this is one of the prin- 
cipal hinges on which the great ma · 
chine of human ſociety turns. Thoſe 
who allow the influence which female 
graces have, in contributing to poliſh 
the manners of men, would do well 
to reflect how great an influence fe- 
male morals muſt alſo have on their 
conduct. Ho much then is it to be 
ever fit down contented to poliſh; when 
they are able to reform: to entertain, 
when they might inſtruct, and to daz · 
zle for an hour, when they are cand. 
W nee 1 
. C2 Vaorn 


1 ON DISSIPATION; 


Up the diſpenfation of Mahos 
met's law, indeed, theſe mental ex- 
cellencies cannot be expected, becauſe 
the women are ſhut out from all op- 
portunities of inftruction, and excluded 
from the endeatihg pleafures of a de- 
lightful and equal fociety and, as 


a charming poet ſings, are taught to 
tlie chat 


For their inferior Untüres: 
Form d th deliche e ing 
Heav'n has reſerv'd no future 
But bids them rove the paths of bliſs, hens 
A and careleſs of hereafter. bis 


Inenxt. 


"Tan at conſiſtently in ſtudying 
none bur' exterior graces, in cultivat- 
ing only perſonal attractions, and in 
trying to lighten the intolerable bur- 
den of time, by the moſt frivolous 
and vain amuſements. ' They act in 
conſequence of their own” blind be- 
| be, and the 2 their deſpotie 
N maſters; 


ON DISSIPATION; at 


| maſters; for they have neither the free- 
dom of 2 preſent choice, nor the pro- 
NT being. ä 


Bor in this land of civil, and reli- 
gious liberty, where there is as little 
_ deſpatiſm exerciſed over the minds, 
as over the perſons of women, they 
have every liberty of choice, and every 
opportunity of improvement; and how 
greatly does this increaſe their obli- 
gation to be exemplary in their gene- 
ral conduct, attentive to the govern- 
ment of their families, and inſtrumental 
to the oo | order of ſociety!” 


"Sk who is at a loſ b find anuſe- 
ments at home, ean no longer apo- 
logie for her dimpation abroad, by 
ſaying" the” is deprived of the benefit 
and the pleaſure of books; and the 
who regrets being doomed to a ſtate 
| n and gloomy ignorance, by the 

Perk. | injuſtice, 


* 


e eas nes ans 


rs _ -Eofiſtant progreſſive ſtate of improve- 


woman is continually loſing ground. 
An active ſpirit rejoiceth, like the ſun, 
tt run his daily courſe, - while indo- 
+lence, like the dial of Ahaz, goes 
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injuſtice,” or tyranny of the men, com- 


| 2 evil which does not exit. 


Ir is a queſtion frequently in the 
"mouths of illiterate and difſipated' fe- 


males What good is there in read- 
ing? To what end does it conduce?” 
It i 1s, however, too obvious to need in- 
fiſting on, that unleſs perverted, as 
the belt things may be, reading an- 
Twers * many excellent purpoſes beſide 
the great. leading one, and is perhaps 
the ſafeſt remedy for diſſipation. She 
who dedicates a portion of her leiſure 


to uſeful reading, feels her mind in a 


ment, whilſt, the mind of a diſſipated 


-backwards. The advantages which 
the underſtanding receives from polite 
litera- 
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| literature, it is not here neceſſary to 
enumerate ; its effects on the moral 
temper is the preſent object of conſi- 


deration. The remark may perhaps be 


5 thought too ſtrong, but I believe it 


is true, that next to religious influ- 
ences, an habit of ſtudy is the moſt 
probable preſeryative of the virtue of 
young perſons. Thoſe who cultivate 
| letters. have rarely a ſtrong paſſion for 
promiſcuous viſiting, or diſſipated ſo- 
. Ciety ; ſtudy therefore induces a reliſh 
for domeſtic life, the moſt deſirable 
_ temper in the world for women. Stu- 
dy, as it reſcues the mind from an 


 inordinate fondneſs for gaming, dreſs, 


and public amuſements, is an co · 
nomical propenlity; for a lady may 


£ read at much leſs expence than ſhe can 


play at cards. As it requires ſome ap · 
plication, it gives the mind an habit 6 
of induſtry; as it is a relief againſt 


that mental diſeaſe, which the. French 
$74: thin 0 4 empha⸗ 


4 
' 
| 


(| 
1 , 
' N 
1 
| "0 
| 
| 
| 
' 
8 8 


24 ON DISSIPATION. 


emphatically call ennui, it cannot fail 
of being beneficial to the temper and 
ſpirits, mean in the moderate degree 
in which ladies are ſuppoſed to uſe it; 
as an enemy to indolence, it becomes a 


ſocial virtue; as it demands the full 
_ exertion of our talents, it grows a ra- 


tional duty: and when directed to the 
knowledge of the Supreme Being, and 
his laws, it riſes into an act of reli- 


Tur rage for reformation commonly 
ſhews itſelf in a violent zeal for ſup- 
preſſing what is wrong, rather than in 


a prudent attention to eſtabliſh what is 


right; but we ſhall never obtain a fair 
garden merely by rooting up weeds, 
we muſt alſo. plant flowers z for the 
natural richneſs of the ſoil we have 
been clearing will not ſuffer it to lie 
barren, but whether it thall be vainly 


or * * depends on the 
culture. 
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"euleinke; + What the preſence uge has 
gained on one ſide, by a more enlarged 
and liberal way of thinking, ſeems to 
be loſt on the other, by exceſſive free- 
dom and unbounded indulgenee : Know- 
ledge is not, as heretofore, conſined 
to the dull cloyſter, or the gloomy 
college, but diſſeminated, to a cer- | 
tune is, that theſe opportunities do 
not ſeem to be ſo wiſely improved, or 
turted to ſo good an account as might 
be wiſhed. Books of a pernicious, 
idle, and frivolous ſort, are too much 
multiplied; and ir is from the very | 
| redundancy of them that true know- 
ledge is fo' ſcarce, and the habit of 

rr ſo much increaſed. 


I ta bo. 
wailing charfter of the preſent age is 
SEO | | not 


TTY 
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not * of —— but if 
dis is meant of thoſe in the higher 
walks of life, it is eaſy to diſcern, 
that there can be but little merit in 
abſtaining from crimes which there is 
but little temptation to commit. It 
is however to be feared, that a gra- 
dual defection from piety, will in 
time draw after it all the bad conſe- 
quences of more active vice; for he- 
ther mounds and fences are ſuddenly 
deſtroyed by a ſweeping torrent, or 
worn away through gradual neglect, 
the effect is equally deſtructive. As 
a rapid fever and a conſuming hectic 
are alike fatal to our natural health, fo 
are flagrant immorality and torpid in- 
dolence to our moral well. Wenns. 


Tus philoſophical defies of the 
| how: receſſion of bodies from the ſun, 

is a ee image of the reluctance with 
which 
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| "hich ve firſt abandon the light of 

virtue. The beginning of folly, and 
the firſt entrance on an irregular courſe 
of life, colt ſome pangs to a well. diſpoſed 
heart; but it is ſurpriſing to ſee hom 
ſoon the progreſs ceaſes to be impeded 
For it is in moral as in natural things, 
the motion in minds as well as bodies 
is accelerated by a nearef approach to 
the centre to which they are tending. 
If we recede ſlowly at firſt ſetting out, 
we advance rapidly in our future 
courſe; and to have begun to be 
wrong, is already to have made W | 


— 4 £ 1 F * 4 * 
'S wich *33 A 5% % 5 3 


\ 


4 2 


** consraur Sabir- of. . Tc 
ta tone of the mind, and ren- 
ders it totally incapable of application, 
ſtudy, or virtue. Diffipation not only 
it its votaries to every thing 

uſeful 
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| them for the enjoyment of pleaſure Tee 


vſeful and excellent, but difqualifies 


ſelf. It ſoftens the foul ſo much, that 
the moſt ſuperficial employment be- 
eomes a labour, and the ſlighteſt in 
convenience an agony. The luxurious 
Sybarite muſt have loſt all ſenſe of 
— | are for- true 
that he on not wy — ts 

roſe leaves lay double men £ 


u ert A 2109380577 cab 
VLoxukr and een bolt and 
gentle as their approaches are, and 
flently as they throw their ſilken 


chains about the heart, enſlave it more 


_— 1 moſt active and turbulent | 
The mightieſt conquetors have 
been W eee e eee foes: 
they are felt. The blandiſhments 'of | 
ne were fatal to the mariners of 
* Ulyſfes, 


Ulyſſes, as well as the cruelty of Poly- 


Pbemus, and the brutality of the Læſ. 


cleanſed the Augean ſtable, and per- 
formed all the other labours enjoined 
ſlave to the ſoftneſſes of the heart; 
and he, who. wore a club and a lion's 
ſkin in the cauſe. of, virtue, ' conde- 


ſcended to the moſt effeminayy employ- | 


ments to gratify a-criminal weakneſs: 


Hannibal, who vanquiſhed mighty 
nations, was himſelf overcome by the 


Capua. 5 87 | | 
eta Md Fs ae Res 
tiful and virruous romance that ever 
was mean Telemachus, 


landed 
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love of pleaſure; and he who deſpiſed 
cold, and want, and danger, and death 
on the Alps, was conquered and un- 
done by the * OT. of 
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ed on the ilund of oyprus, he un 
fortunately loſt his prudent compa - 
nion, Mentor, in whom wiſdom is ſo | 
finely | perſonified. At firſt he'beheld 
with horror the wanton and diſſolute 
manners of the voluptuous inhabitants; 
- pos: effects of their example were 
not immediate: he did not fall into 
> commiſſion of glaring enormities; 
but his virtue was ſecretly and /1mpet- 
ceptibly undermined, his heart Was 
ſaltened by their pernicious ſociety, 
and the nerve of reſolution was lack - 
eped:: he every day beheld with di- 
miniſhed indignation the worſhip. which 
was offerec! to Venus; the diſorders of 
luxury and prophaneneſs became leſs 
and leſs terrible, and the infectious 
air of the country enfeebled his cou- 
rage, and relaxed his principles. In 
ſhort, he had ceaſed. to love virtue 
1 before he * of committing 

| actual 


piety were burdenſome to him, before 
he was ſo debaſed as to offer perfumes, 
and burn incenſe on . 
licentious Seem 


i us croym ourſzives with roſ- 


« buds before they be withered,” faid 

Solomon's libertine. Alas! he did not 
reflect that they withered in the very 
2 The roles' of of pleaſure fel 


a „ 1 92 
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Whole work, not to mention its images 


FE at's he notations 1 
ws is frequently tainted by the grodſeels 
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of him wbo plucks them; for they. are- 
the only roſes which do not retain their 
4" OI after they — loſh heir 
___ r Rt 0:34.45 6 NE - 


"Tax . 2 — 3 on 
their readers the neceſũty of conſider- 
ing the ſhartaeſs of life, as an incen- 
tive to pleaſure and voluptuouſneſs; 
leſt the ſeaſon for indulging in them 
ſhould paſs unimproved. The dark 
_ abſolute diſbelief, which they enter- 
tained of a future ſtate, is the only 
apology that can be offered for this 
reaſoning. But while we cenſure their 
renets, let us not adopt their errors; 
errors which would be infinitely more 
inexcuſable in us, who, from the 
clearer views which -- revelation has 
given us, ſhall not have their 
| EY W It 


* were 
* 


\ 


——— as 


| — 29. 
—_— b 
moment af our time, dut not like them 


e eee 
mortality, we ſhould have” aft ercle 
e portjon of dor llt 


bend, wich ſame wolour of reaſon, thac 
Ee A iod, do 


e  Sruldbrops, Les * — 


poem 
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enter on a better courſe of action. OF 
nnn 
8 4 beings, whoſe ſtate was already us- 
alterably fixed. But of the franty 
portion of days aſſigned to our lot, not 
one ſhould be loft x ne mig a preg 


— arts t une 


Fi 1 raph 19913 


_Tnosz who have not yet wht 
en the ſide of vanity, ho, like Her- 
cules, (before be knew the queen of | 
Lydia, and had. hor | to i) bv have 

not _reſolyed on their choice berween 
rug and PLEASURE, may reflec, 
that it is Kill in their x wer to imitate 
that hero in his. noble choice, and in 
| his virtuous rejeftion, They may alſo 

Teles "with grateful triumph, thar 
"Chriſtianity furniſhbs Them wich 1 bet. 


der 5 the 9 
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deen beg. leave to: obſerve, 
never be ee and thatiows the 
moſt innocent will by immoderate 
| uſe, ſoon ceaſe to be ſo, ano 43 19277 


. Tat women of this eduntry were 
hot ſent into the world to ſhun 
ſociety, but to embelliſh it; they 
were not deſigned for wilds and ſoli- 
tudes, but for the amiable and endear- 
ing offices of ſocial life. They have 
uſeful ſtations to fill, and important 
characters to ſuſtain, They are of a 
feligion which does not impoſe pe- 
hances, but enjoins duties; a religion 


r 
* X 
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voltnce'alſo;\' A religion which does 
| ſecluſion from the world, but afligns 
pars: 2 5 he bot 
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1 | han be eee and by ver 


converſation women ſhould carefillly 


they may happen to poll. IL ou, 


with ſubmiſſion, that I do not ſes q- 


ther the neceſſity or propriety of this 
OW 1 advice. 
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advice. For if a young lady has that 
diſcretion and modeſty, without which 
all knowledge is little worth, the will 
never make an oſtentatious parade of 
it, decxuſe the will kacke be intent on 
acquiring more, 3 on e 
wha by Hake” 


SOR 

1 ay nt a loſs to know why a young 
female is inſtructed to exhibit, in the 
wolt adyantageous Point of view, her 
ſkill in muſic, her ſinging, dancing, 
taſte in dreſs, and her acquaintance 
with the moſt faſhionable games and 
amuſements, while ber piety is to be 
anxiouſly concealed, and her knowledge 
affettedly./diſavowed,. leſt the former 
mould draw on her the appellation of 
an e or the dA that. 1 o 
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Le regard to knowledge, why ſhould | 
the for ever affect to be on her guard, 
leſt ſhe ſhould be found guilty of a 
leſt ſolicitous about it, as it ſeldom 
, proves to be fo. very conſiderable 2s to 
excite aſtoniſhment or admiration: fon. 
after all the acquiſitions which her 
talents and her ſtudies have enabled 
her to make, The will, generally ſpeak - 
ings be found to have leſs of what is 


ſumptuous and abſurd, for. a young 
| woman to pretend to give | the on to the | 
company ; to interrupt the pleaſure of : 

others, and. her .own- opportunity of 
improvement, by talking when ſhe 
ought to Jiſten; or to introduce ſub- 


Wanne or- 
ws D 4. der 


14 


2 


a want of it in others: but wete tir 


their prefence, eonverſatn would loft 


vithout ſpeaking a word |! for the modes 


W CUNVERSATION . - 
ter tb ſhew tier own! wit, or - expoſe 


ſet to be totally ſilent ubem any topic 
of literatvife happens to be diſcuſſed-in 


much of its vivacity, and ſociety wouli! 


SE wie ür bir er der uber date 
Thats. cn pan 203 1% Fils 
Holden vad eiii 153d bas 21. 1011 


- How ealliy and cffeftually may-4 
well. bted woman promote the moſt 


of ſpeech are ſcarcely more variable than 
the modes of filence. "The Hence of 
Iiftlefs Ignorance, and the Mence" of 
fpatkling — are are perhaps ts 


Expreſſed, as the fains" feelings. evi 


Have been by the moſt” unequivocal 


language. A woman, in a Company 


* Tat tifluedes, wniy 
97 * 
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romote any ſubject by - 4 profound 
ches dhe is —— — | 
Hlumingied countegance, . Proven 
he. underſtands it. This obliging at 
——ů— 
letters, to continue Y wopic.gf, i ins 
ſtruction or entertainment they happen 
o be, engaged in; zd its inte 
imrrodyRion in abe;world for. luhject 8 
of ingenuity, which, though. it cut 
not have been formally propoſed it - 
out pedantry, may be continued wih 
eaſe and good humour; U wich 


by the liſtleſſneſs, inamentiaa, 0 
— — 
. — 

— law 
A Pole man, home reſted 
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converſing, catches at the ſlighteſt hint 
to have done: a look is a fufficient 
h intimation, and if a pretty ſimpleton, 
who ſits near him, ſeems diftraite, he 
great regret of the reaſonable part of 
the company, who perhaps might have 
tinuance of ſuch a converſation, than 
# weeks reading would have yielded 
them; for it is ſuch company as this, 
that gives an edge to each other wit, 
| =" rom 8 nu zen. 
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en ene one of che great arts 
e is allowed by Cicero 
himſelf, who. ſays, there is not only an 
art but even an eloquence in it. And 
this opinion is confirmed by a great mo- 
dern ꝰ, in the following 1 Fame 
2 the ancient. 
wh" 0 Lord Bacon, ; 

| ' Warn 
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* man. many Wann 2 
Meavoured to ſhew. bis parts by the 
 brilliancy. of his converſation, that the 
ambaſſador might have ſomething: — 
relate of the Grecian wiſdom. * 
them, offended, no ——_— the 
_ quacity of his companions, obſerved:8 
profound ' ſilence ;- when the ambaſſa- 
gor, turning to him, aſked, * —— 
# haveyougoſayythadpeyrepprs — 
reply: „ Tel — 
% found one among the Greelts > 
* knewihow tobe filent,? n * 
46 2964 U. den ne; ir on 
Tennis a quality- eee 
intoxicating to the female mind than 
knowledge this is Wit, the RE | 
civating; but the moſt dreaded of 


talents: ae "_ 
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ens bee it, and the- moſt ſean? by 
_ thoſe-who have it not. Thouglr t i 
cgainſt all the rules, yet I cannot find 
in my heart to abuſe this charming 
quality. He who is grown rich with- 
out it, in fafe and ſober dulneſs, ſhuns 
it as a diſeaſe, and looks upon poverty 
as ite variable concomitant. The 
moraliſt declaims againſt it es the 
ſource of irregularity, and the frugal 
ritisen dreads it more than bankruptcy 


iitſelf, for he conſiders it as the parent 


of extravagance and beggary. The 
Oynic will aſk of what uſe it is? Of 
wery little perhaps: no more is a 
flower garden,: and yet it is allowed as 
an object of innocent amuſement and 
delightful recreation. A woman; who 
poſſeſſes this quality; has received a 
moſt dangerous preſent, perhaps not 
leſs ſo than beauty itſelf: eſpecially. if 
u be not ſheathed — 4 


erb „ 
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erly inoffenfive, chaſtifed hy a mot 
ootrect judgment, and reſtruinod by 
more prudence br n cotn- 
22 {44 d ens | 2173 
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Tals hw þ is more © likely to make 
2 woman vain chan knowledge; ſotf as 
mit is the immediate property af its 
poſſeſſur, and, learning is only an u 
quaintance with the knowledge of othet 
people, there is much more dangen 
that we ſhould be vain of what is dur 
own, nnn 1811198 


ul h h et 


* Wen ide damen ale 
fo common 2 thing as is imagined. 
Let not therefore a young lady be 
alarmed at the acuteneſs of her own 
of her owt knowledge, - The great 
danger is leſt the ſhould miſtake pert 
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brilliant quality, or imagine ſhe is 
witty, only becauſe ſhe is indiſereet. 
This is very frequently the caſe, and 
this makes the name of wit ſo cheap, 
while its real exiſtence is ſo rare. 
.- Lusr the flattery of her acquaint - 
ance, or an over. weening opinion of 
her own | qualifications, ſhould lead 
ſome vain and petulant girl into a falſe 
notion that ſhe has a great deal of wit, 
when ſhe has only 4 redundancy of 
animal ſpirits; ſhe may not find it uſe> 
leſs to attend to the definition of this 
_ yoalicy,” by one whb hall a8 large a 
portion of it, as 2 
eee toy 0 Sroloteir n + T 
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Nor, florid talk, rwhich can. that title gin, 
The pb. of e maſt remala. 
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- Neither can that have any place, 
At which a viegin hides ber face: 
Goch drofs the fre muſt purge away ; tis jut, 

bs arcs er e eee 
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Bor tho _ * polteß this 
race talent, cannot be too abſtinent in 
the uſe of it. It often wakes admirerg, 
but it never makes friends; I mean, 
where it is the PE feature; 
ſhip more than for admiration. Sbe 
who does not deſire friends has a ſor- 
is ambitious of making every man her 
admirer, has an invincible n 1 | 
nn e 


"Row to quell po. the. fide of 
pal # pendent 3 who has 
n N mins, 
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nius, will-ſufficiently maintain it, with- 


out keeping her faculties always on 


the ſtretch to ſay, good. things... Nay, 


M reputation alone be her object, ſhe 
will gain a more ſolid one by her for- 
bearance, as the wiſer part of her ac- 
quithtance will aſcribe it to the right 
motive, which is, not that ſhe has lefs 


wi "bat (hat the kar wrt dane 
"on fatal fondneſs for b 


A and the injurious and 


irreparable conſequences which | ſom- 


"times attend the #60 prompt rephy, ent 


never be condemned more ſeverely than 


i deſerves. Not 10 offend, is che firſt 
| — ep towards plenfing. To give pain 
is as much an offence againſt huma- 


nity, as againſt good breeding; and 
ſurely it is as well to abſtain? from an 
action becauſe it is Bnful, as becauſe 
"It is unpolite. — young 


ER of ladies 


| CONVERSATION: 49 


ladies would do well before: they ſpeak; 
to reflect, if what they ate going to 
ſay may not diſtreſs fome worthy per. 
e oy — Pomprat in 
3 opinions. If they find it 
will touch them in either of thee, I 
ſhould adviſe chem to ſuſpect, that 
what they were going to ſay is not 
ſo very good a thing as they at firſt 


imagined. Nay, if even it was one of 
thoſe bright ideas, which Venus bas im- 


bated with a fifth part of ber neflat, fo 
much greater will be their merit in 


ſuppreſſing it, i there was a probabi- 7 


lity it might offend. Indeed, if they 
have the temper and prudence to make 
ſoch a previous reflection, they will be 
more richly rewarded by their own in- 
wurd triumph, at having ſuppreſſed 
a lively but ſevere remark, chan they 
4 . 8 13 8 ap- 
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wich that a deceit, | . 
good · breeding too much authoriſes, 
affect openly to admire what wad {e- 
n reſolve Nur to n 


f 1 HAVE . Sos delighted ah 
the. ſtory. of the little girl's. cloquence, 
in one of the Children's Tales, who re- 
ceived from a. friendly fairy the gift, 
that at every word ſhe uttered, pinks, 
roſes, diamonds, and pearls, ſhould 
drop from her mouth. The hidden 
' moral appears to be this, that it was 
the ſweetneſs of her temper which pro- 
duced: this pretty . fanciful effect: for 
when: her malicious ſiſter deſired the 
ſame gift from the good - natured tiny 


Intelligence, the venom; of her own 1 


n 


A MAN 
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„Au of (te ci breeding will 

ſometimes join in the laugh, which has 
been raiſed at his expence by an il 
natured repartee; but if it was very 
cutting, and one of thoſe ſhocking fort 
of truths, which as they can ſcarcely 
be pardoned even in private, ought 
never to be uttered in public, he does 
not laugh: becauſe he is pleaſed, but 
becauſe he wiſnes to conceal how: much 
he is hurt. As the ſarcaſm was uttered 
by a lady, ſo far from ſeeming to re- 
ſent it, he will be the firſt to commend 
it; but notwithſtanding that, he will 
remember it as a of malice, when 
the whole company ſhall have forgor- 
ten it as 4 ſtroke of wit. Women are 
ſo far from being privileged by their 
ſex to ſay unhandſome or cruel things, 
that it is this very circumſtance which 
renders them more intolerable. When 
the arrow 1s lodged in the heart, it is 


771 E no 
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no relief to him who is wounded to 
reflect, that the hand which ſhot it 


huonmpanty 2 


Maur women, DM IR 
8 point to gain, or an earneſt 
with to bring any one over to their opi- 


it, in whatever manner ſhall beſt anſwer 
their purpoſe; leaving your mind in 
a ſtate of indeciſion as to their real 
meaning, while they triumph in the 


perplexity they hay given you by the 
unfair concluſions they draw, from pre- 
miſes equivocally ſtated. They will 
alſo frequently argue from exceptions 
inſtead of rules, and are. aſtoniſhed 
when you are not willing to be con- 
ee eee eee 


* 
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xx a ſenſible company of both ſexes, 
where women are not reſtrained by | 
any other reſerve than what their natu - 
ral modeſty impoſes 3 and where the 
_ Intimacy of all parties authoriſes the 
© utmoſt freedom of communication; 

ſhould any one enquire what were the 
general ſentiments on ſome particular 
ſubject, it will, 1 believe, commonly 
happen, that the ladies, whoſe imagi- 
nations have kept pace with the narra- 
tion, have anticipated its end, and are 
_ ready to deliver their ſentiments on it 
as ſoon as it is finiſhed. 
of the male hearers, 'whoſe' minds were 
buſied in ſettling the propriety, com- 
| paring the circumſtances, and examin- 
ing the confiſtencies of what was ſaid, 
are 3 to pauſe and diſcriminate, 
before they think of anſwering. No- 
thing is ſo embarraſſing as a variety of 
__ and the converfation of women 


While ſome 
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is often. more perſpicuous, wage 
it leſs laboured. ih F 


* 
* F N * 
* * v * p | - * * 4 


A MAN co * W if he does 
not keep up an intimate commerce 
with the world, will be ſometimes ſo 
entangled in the intricacies of intenſe 
thought, that he will have the appear- 
ance of a confuſed and perplexed ex- 
preſſion; while a ſprightly woman will 
' extricate herſelf © with that” lively and 
_ <4. raſh . dexterity,” - which will almoſt 

always pleaſe, though it is very far 
from being always right. It is eaſier 
to confound than to convince an oppo- 
nent; the former may be effected by 
a turn that has more happineſs than 
truth in it. Many an excellent rea- 
ſoner, well ſkilled in the theory of the 


ſchools, has felt himſelf diſcomfited 


by, a reply, which, though as wide of 
the .mark, and as foreign to the queſ- 


. 


= 
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tion as can be conceived, has diſcon- 


certed him more than the moſt-ſtart- 


ling propoſition, or the, moſt. accurate 
chain of reaſoning could haue done» 
and he has borne the laugh of his fair 
. antagoniſt, as well as of the whole 
company, though he could not 25 
feel, that his own. argument was at 

| tended with the fulleſt C 
L ſo true is it, chat 1 
 lary to be A * 0 be * 
nn to Ji 6 1 ok 


795 3 = not a young lady's 2 
be too much elated with this falſe ap- 
plauſe, which is given, not to her 
merit, bur to her ſex: ſhe bas not per- 
be allowed a nivmph. and is ſhould. 


* humble, her. to refleR,, that the tribute 


is paid, not to her ſtrength. but her 
_ weakneſs... It is worth while to diſeri- 
r | E 4 minate 
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is given from the complaiſance of 
arne 
aeg, 5 


Wars ated is the na- 
tural bent of the temper, girls ſhout 
endexvour to habiruate chemſelves ta 
a cuſtom of. obſerving, thinking, and 
reaſoning. I do not mean, that they | 
ſhould devote themſelves to abſtruſe 
ſpeculation, or the ſtudy of logie; but 
ſhe who is accuſtomed to give a due 
arrangement to. her thoughts, to rea- 
ſon juſtly and pertinently on common 
affairs, and judicioufly to deduce ef- 
fects from their cauſes, will be a better 
 logician than ſome of thoſe who claim, 
the name, becauſe they have ſtudied 
the art : this is being © learned wich- 
out the 'rukes;” the beſt definition, 
pethaps, of that fort of literature which 

| is 


/ 
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is propereſt for the ſex · That ſpecies 
of knowledge, which appears ta be the 
' reſult. of refleQion rather than of ſci- 


of Syntax, ſcarcely ever violates one ; 


a learned dunee, who has every rule 
of rd by d and tattered 
with the golden mans oa Cicero and 


; 3 * A | 435 * i et 5; vllt 


1 tis ve Wi: rr 
with ſome reaſon, that female con- 


verſation is too frequently tinctured 
with a cenſorious ſpirit, and that ladies 


are ſeldom apt to diſcover much ten- 


dernefs for the errors of a fallen ſiſter. 
| If 


2 
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Il it be ſo, it is a grievous fault. 
No arguments can juſtify, no pleas can 
extenuate it. To inſult over the mi- 
ſeries of an unhappy creature is inhu- 
man, not to compaſſionate them is un- 
chriſtian. The worthy part of the 
ſex always expreſs themſelves humane- 
| ly on the failings of others, in propor- 
FR K anf! 


- And here I cannot help remarking, 
that young women do not always care- 
fully diſtinguiſh between running into 
the error of detraction, and its oppo- 
ſite extreme of indiſcriminate applauſe. 
This proceeds from the falſe idea they 
entertain, that the direct contrary to 
what is wrong muſt be right. Thus 
the dread of being only ſuſpected of 

one fault makes them actually guilty 
of another, The deſire of wwoiding 
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the imputation of envy, impels them 
to be inſincere ; and to eftabliſh a re- 
putation for ſweetneſs of temper and 
generoſity, they affect ſometimes to 
ſpeak of very indifferent characters 
with the moſt extravagant applauſe, 
With ſuch, the hyperbole is a favou- 

rite figure; and every degree of com- 
pariſon hut the ſuperlative is rejected, 
as cold and inexpreſſive. But this 
habit of exaggeration greatly weakens 
of their opinion on other occaſions. 
gree of faith is to be given both to 


| flattered by that approbation, which 


cannot - diſtinguiſh the value of what 
it praiſes, than the celebrated painter 
muſt haye been at the judgment paſſed 


* 
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on bis works by an ignorant ſpectator, 
who, being aſked what he thought of 
fuch and fuch very capital bot very 
different piects, 'cried our in an affect- 
ed-rapture, ** ae. 


1. has Wi a. to the young 
a5 a maxim of ſupreme wiſdom, to 
manage ſo dexterouſly in converſation, 
as to appear to be well acquainted 
with ſubjects, of which they are to- 
rally ignorant; and this, by affecting 
filence in regard to thoſe, on which 
they ate known to excct—But'why = 
counſel this diſingenuous fraud? Why 
add to the numberleſs arts of deceit, 
this. practice of deceiving, as it were, 
om a fettled principle ? If to difavow 
the knowledge” they really have be a 
culpable affeftation, then certainly to 
GE idea of cheir ith, where 
| they 
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they ae aan ignorant, is ment 
b cos ur? ome 


Rar: of" all the- un, for 
converſation, humiliry, if not the 


moſt brilliant, is the ſafeſt, the moſt 


amiable, and the moſt feminine, The 
affectation of introducing ſubjects, 
with which others are unacquainted, 
and of diſplaying talents ſuperior to 
the reſt of the Se. is as 1 

ous as it is fooliſh, 


Trzrs are many, who never can 
forgive another for being more agree- 
able and more accompliſhed than 
themſelves, and who can pardon any 
offence rather than an eclipling me- 
rit. Had the nightingale in the fa- 
ble conquered his vanity, and reſiſted 
the temptation of ſhewing a fine voice, 

* FY he 


. 
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he might have eſcaped. the talons of 
the hawk. The melody of his ſinging 
was the cauſe of his deſtruction; his 
-merit brought him into. danger, and 
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Tory came next, Bey with fquinting eyes, + | | 
Siek of a firange diſeaſe, his neighbour's healh * | 
Zest then he lives when any better dies, | 1 
e | -_ 
On beſt mens harms and griefs he feeds his füll, 4 
ie his own may doth ext with ſpiteful will, ; 
m Au- temper be, where diet is'fo I. 
T1371 R b | 
f 


Nr, (ſays Lord Bacon) has | 

no holidays.“ There cannot | 
W a more lively and ſtriking | 
deſcription / of the miſerable ſtate of 
mind thoſe endure, who are tormented 


— 
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has been ſuppoſed to be the ſource of 
the greateſt improvements; and there 
is no doubt but the warmeſt rivalſhip 
will produce the moſt excellent effects; 
but it is to be feared, that a perpetual 
ſtate of conteſt will injure the temper 
ſo effentially, that the miſchief will 
hardly be counterbalanced by any 


other advantages. Thaſe, whoſe pro- 
greſs is the moſt rapid, will be apt to 
deſpiſe their leſs ſucceſsful competi- 
tors, who, in return, will feel the bit- 
tereſt reſentment againſt their more 
fortunate rivals, Among perſons of 
real goodneſs, this jealouſy and con- 
tempt can never be equally felt, be- 
cauſe every advancement in piety will 
be attended with a proportionable in- 
ereaſe of humility, which will lead them 
to ———_—— their own improve- 

ments 


Kae dre . 
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x oy What” 1 has — 
* This laſt is che ſcale” by 
which he principally rieaſures his fil 
are fo many deductions from his own 
happineſs. The wants of others * 
ſandard by which he rates His own en- 
| joyments, and he eſtimates his riches, 
not ſo much by his own porn, 


Wome the malevolent 8 o 


ſtrike a very deep and dangerous 
the maſt remotely in the world from 
| the 


F 


6. oO ENVY 


the ſubject neareſt their heart They 
ſet out with commending the object 
of their envy for ſome trifling quality 
or advantage, which it is ſcarcely worth 
while to poſſeſs: they next proceed to 
make, a general profeſſion of their own 
good-will and a regard for him: thus 
artfully removing any ſuſpicion of 
their deſign, and clearing all obſtruo- 
tions for the inſidious ſtab they are 
about to give; for who vill ſuſpect 
them of an intention to injure the ob- 
je& of their peculiar and profeſſed 
eſteem? The hearer's belief of the 
fact grows in proportion to the ſeem- 
ing reluctance with which” it is told, ; 
and to the conviction he has, that the 
relater-is not influenced by any private 
Pique, or perſonal, reſentment; but 
that the confeſſion is extorted from him 
ſorely againſt his, inclination, _ and 
purely on account of his zeal for truth. 

FI Aucza 
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Axscrs is leſs resſonable and more 
abruptliy; Envy is a great prefacer 


Envy is fond of remote hints and am · 
biguities; but, obſcure as its oracles 
are, it never ceaſes to deliver them till 
they are perfectly comprehendedz=< - 
Anger repeats the ſame circumiſtances 
over 2 6-74 invents NOW! 2 | 


3 * are na a more ben 
and more probable, though a falſer 
tale Anger is exceſſively imprudent, 

for it is impatient to diſcloſe every 

thing it knows; Eney is diſcrect, for 
it has a great deal to hide Anger ne. 
ver conſults times or ſeaſons; Envy 
waits for the lucky. moment, when the 
va. it meditates. may be made the: 


3 aud the, | 
moſt- 


Anger wiſhes to be underſtoodat. once: 
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molt incurably deep—Anger uſes more 
invetive ; Envy does more miſchief — 
fenplo Anger ſyon vuns icſelf out of 
breath, and is enhauſted at the end of 
its tale; but it is for that choſen period 
that Envy has treaſured up the moſt 
barbed arrow in its whole quiver— 
Anger pum u man out ef Himſelf: but 
the truly malicious generatly proſerve 
the appearance of ſfelf-poſſion, or 
they equld. not fo effotually injure. — 
The angry. man ſets out by deſtroying 
his Whale credit with you at once, 
for. ha very freokly confeſs bin abbor- 
renee and deteſtation of the objo& of 
his ebuſez While the envious man care- 
fully ſuppreſſes all his own arg in 

cha afajr.—The angry man defeats the 
_ ent of his reſentment, by keeping bi- 
| ſelf cominuelly before” your eyes, in- 
ſtend of his enemy; while che envious 
D 
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of his own wrongsz the envious of his 
ſon; if his reſentments are not compli- 
cated” with malice, divides his time 
between ſinning and forrowing;z and, 
as the iraſcible paſſions cannot conaſtant- 
ly be at work, his heart may ſome- 


times get a holiday, Anger is a vidient == 


be always angry; but be may be d- 
WW An angry man's enmity 
(if he 
the objekt of his reſentment becomes 
unfortunate ; but the envious mas van 
extract food from his malice out of ca- 
lamity itſelf,” if he finds bis adverſary | 
bears. jt with dignity, br is pitied or 
aſliſted in it. The rage of the paſs" 
ſibnate mad is totally extinguiſhed by 
 the'tleach of his enemy; but the ha; 
Wen | F 3 tred | 


: generous) will ſubſide when 


- 5s _- ON ENVY: 


tred of the malicious is not buried even 
in the grave of his rival: he will envy 
the good name he has left behind him; 

be will envy him the tears of his wi⸗ 
dow, the proſperity of his children, 
the eſteem of his friends, the praiſes of 
his epitaph—nay - the wry? 1 cc 

| 1 . 015 
Ribe J 88 „ 

„ The ear . eee ue all 
' things,” (ſays the wiſe man) frequently 
I believe more than is uttered, which 
makes the company of perſons in- 
8 e e 4" 298 17 
War We rel choſe « a itte 
turn, any circumſtance that has hap- 
pened to another, though they per- 
fectly know of whom you! are ſpeak - 
q ing, they often affect to be at a loſs, 
to forget his name, or to miſapprehend 
1 5 * ere and this 
merely 
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merely to have an opportunity of (lily 
gratifying their malice by mentioning 
ſome unhappy defect or perſonal. infir- 
mity he labours under; and not con- 
—— * to tack his every error to his 
| ” they will, by way of farther 
— have recourſe to the faults 
of his father, or the misfortunes of 
his family; and this with- all the ſcem- 
ing ſimplicity and candor in the world, 
merely for the ſake of preventing miſ- 
takes, and to clear up every doubt of 
his identity. —If you are ſpeaking of a 
lady, for / inſtance,” they will perhaps 
embelliſh- their inquiries, by ' aſking if 
| you mean her, whoſe great grandfather 
| was a bankrupt, though ſhe has the 
vanity to keep a chariot, while others 
who are much better born walk on 
foot? or they will afterwards recollect, 
that you may poſſibly mean her couſin, 


eres en Lane mother was 
""F'4 ſuſ- 
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ſu 

8 
8 daughter had the luck 
made fortune by marrying 
eee 0 


. Abe Jong nave. * 
hy _—_ ih 
hiatus OY to- be —.— — 
is len male, * 
ATED and db mishief 
wi of K man's name than che ic. 
a6 4 worthier perſon 3 

* involved in the moſt. — 
8 picions by * $ nn _ 


on. 


Ir, 
3 FE 8 
r aving — 
wa they are — 1 
afraid yon ten 
11 


detelh their 1 to 1 to 
remove your ſuſpicions effectually, by 
aſſuring you, that what they have juſt 
related is only the popular opinion: 
they themſelves can never believe 
things are ſo bad as they. are ſaid to 
be; for their part, it is a rule with 
them always to hope the beft, It is 
their way never to believe or report ill 
of any one. They will, however, 
mention the ſtory in all. companies, 
that they may do their friend the ſer- 
vice of proteſting their diſbelief of it.— 
More reputations. are thus hinted away 
by falſe friends, than are openly de- 
ſtroyed by public enemies. An if, or 
a but, or a mortified look, or 2 lan- 
guid defence, or an ambiguous ſhake 
of the head, or a haſty word affectedly 
recalled, will demoliſh a character more 
effectually, than the whole artillery of 
malice when ts levelled againſt it. 
4 Ir 
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IT h bot thit Envy nbver praiſes — 
No, that would be making a a public 
| profeſſion of itſelf, and advertiſing 
its own malignity; whereas the greateſt 
ſucceſs of its efforts depends on the 
concealment of their end. When Envy 
intends to ftrike a ſtroke of Machiave- 
lian policy, it ſometimes affects the 
language of the moſt exaggerated ap- 
plauſe ; though it generally takes care, 
that the ſubje& of its panegyric ſhall 
be a very indifferent and common cha- 
racter, ſo that it is well aware none of 
its praiſes will Rick, k 


4 * , #% | 7} 4 
1 4 


Int is the ne nature el Evy 
not to be contented with poſitive mi- 
ſery, but to be continually aggra - 
vating its own torments, by compar- 
ing them with the felicities of others. 
The eyes of Envy are perpetually _— 
on the object which n it, 

1 can 
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can it avert them from it, though to 
procure itſelf the relief of a tempo 


rary' forgetfulneſs. On ſeeing” the in- 


r ad te ant 


„ mi 20} 12999 03 n 540 
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Torr, — — oy pokes od 


Eyed them aſkance, 


| "pj . 4! 


'F 


As this enormous an d inſti- 


gated the revolt, and brought on the 


ruin of the angelic ſpirits, ſo it is not 
improbable, that it will be a principal 
inſtrument of miſery in a future world, 
for the envious to compare their deſ- 
perate condition with the h=ppineſs of 
the children of God; and to heighten 
their actual wretchedneſs by er 
on what they have. loſt. 


Prauars Envy, like hing and in- 
gratitude, is practiſed with more fre- 


quency, becauſe it is practiſed with 
impunity; 
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impunity; but there being no human 
laws againſt theſe crimes, is ſo far from 
an inducement to commit them, that 
E 
jcient to deter the wiſe and good, if 
all others were iueffectual; for of 
how heinous a nature muſt thoſe fins 
be, which are judged above the reach 
of human puniſhment, and are reſerved 
| forthe final juſtice of God himſelf! 
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MONG the many evils which 
Prevail under the ſun, the abuſe 
of words is not the leaſt conſiderable. 
By the influence of time, and the per- 
molt unequivocal may be fo altered, 
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as to have a meaning aſſigned them al- 
moſt diametrically oppoſite to their 


original benißestion. PAs 


Tux preſent age may be termed, by 
way of diſtinction, the age of ſenti- 
ment, a word which, in the impli- 
cation it now bears, was unknown to 


our plain anceſtors. Sentiment is the 


varniſh of virtue to conceal the defor- 
mity of vice; and it is not uncommon 
for the ſame perſons to make a jeſt of 
religion, to break through the moſt 
ſolemi ties and engagewents, to prac- 
tiſe every art of latent fraud and open 
ſeduction, and yet to value themſelves 
on ſpeaking and vriting For of | 


— 4 4 
i” 101% 2115 7 i! 3 13 Ks Ls 


Bur this refined jargon, which 
infeſted letters and tainted morals; is 
chiefly admired and adopted by young 
ladies of a certain turn Who read ſen · 
tz uon 188 Nuß ſinentat 


, 1 
«ye. 
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timental books, i Cant, letters 
a and contraft ſoxtimentsl friendſbips. 


Exxon is never likely to 4s: - | 
much miſchief as when it diſguiſes its 
real tendency, and puts on an engag- 
ing and attractive appearance. Many 
a young woman, who would be ſhock- 
ed at the imputation of an intrigue, 
is extremely flattered at the idea of a' © 
ſentimental connexion, though perhaps 
with a dangerous and: deſigning man, 
who, by putting on this maſk of plau- 
prudence, lays her apprehenſions alleepy 
and involves her in | miſery: * miſery — | 
ed. For! ſhe who apprehends'no-dan- A 
ger, will not think. it neceſſary to be 


always upon her guard; but win a- 1 
bebe invite than 2 . e e " | 


comes 
f . | 1 4 
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Son an engagement will be infi- 
nicely deater to her vanity than an 
avowed and authariſed attachment; 
fur one of theſe ſentimentat lovers will 
not fcruple very ſeriouſly to affure a ere - 
dulous girl, that her wnparalteled me- 
nit entiches her to the adoration of the 
homage of mankind is nothing more 
than the unable tribute ertort e 
ſhould be eafily prevailed 'or to be- 
Neve, that an individual is captivated 
by petfuctions which mighe enftere 2 
million, Be | ſhe” ſhould reflet 
that he who endeavours 10 intoxicate 
her with  adulation, intends one day 
molt effeftually to bumble her, For 
an arbful man has always a ſecret de- 


out to 
-of this ſum he keeps an exact eſtimate, 
and promiſes ' himſelf, at ſome diſta 


Af he has 
ide object of his 


5 
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bobfidered by her as 8 freh demund 
which her gtacitude muſt anſ wer. And 
the makes it a ptint of Honour 9 m- 
einc to hum thut fortafie which he 
ie 't00/nodle uo regard, "Theſe pruftl. 
ond of humility are the men ar- 

tfi& of the vain, and cheſe proteſta- 
Bons ef generoßty che refuge of the 
Hipicious, Add 
Tthooth 'wiſchiefs, it is one of the fare 
ati ſucreſaful frauds of Nentiment, th 
are the moſt frigid indifference” to 
thibke "external and pecutilaty ada 
tapes, which . ee 


dhj&tts obtain. N 1 


| K neee 0 — 
entertains any doubt of her perſunal 
benuty; for the Ins 'becn dilly accu 
womed to contemplute it herfeff, ane 
t6 eur or it from! others, She will 
dor, therefore, be very folicitous for 
© WY" the 


among "its mty 
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- the confirmation of a truth ſo ſelf- 
evident; but ſhe ſuſpects, that her 
pretenſionꝭ ta underſtanding are more 
Akey to be, düputed, and, fer that 
reaſon, greedily devours every com- 
plimens- offered to thoſe perfections, 
which are leſs obvious and more re- 
finod. She is perſuaded, that men 
need only open their eyes to decide 
on her beauty, while it will be the 
moſt convincing proof of the taſte, 
ſenſe, and elegance of ber admirer, 
that he can diſcern and flatter thoſe 
qualities in her. A man of the cha- 
racter here ſuppoſed, | will eaſily in- 
ſinuate himſelf into her affections, by 
means of this latent but leading foible, 
which may be called the guiding clue 
to a ſentimental heart. He will affect 
to overlook that beauty which attracts 
"PO eyes, and enſnares common 
hearts, whul he will beſtow the moſt | 
delicate 


. 


L CONNEXIONS: MO ot 
delicate on the praiſes] beauties of her 
mind, and finiſh the climax. of adu- 
ion, by hinting; that ſhe. is ſuperior, 


. atria n iter tis Lol 


— being then 2 


delightfully than theſe ſublime attach · 
ments, even where no acts of ſeduc- 
tion were ever practiſed, but they are 
ſuffeted, like mere ſublunary connexi - 
ona, to terminate in the vulgar cata- 
wopbe of marriages: That wealeh,! 
which. lately ſeemed to be looked on 
with ineffable contempt by the lover, 
now. appeata to be the principal at- 


and he, who but a few ſhort: weeks: 
before, in a tranſport of ſentimental 
generoſity, «wiſhed: her to have been 
© village "maid, © with no portion but 
1221 8 3 her 


Dur nothing, in general: can end leſs 


traftion in the eyes af the huſband z, 


— —⏑⏑«⏑«§«ð—ð0tꝛʃ ent eo Se re p A_—___ 


86 ON SENTIMENTAL 

Her crook and her beauty, and that 
they might ſpend their days in paſtoral 
lde and innocence: ragether, has now 
loſt all reliſh for the Arcadian life; or 
- any oder li n l nt be * 
mme en TIO gad „ ab a7 6 


d th other ns * when 
; . 1d tad 
21 ik 0 144. 
Auen e ot 
e herſelf at ance ſtrip · 
pod of uli her celeſtial attributes. This 
late divinity, who ſcarcely yielded to 
her fifters/ of the ſky; now finds her- 
ſelf of leſs importanco in the eſteem 
of the man ſhe has choſen, than any 
un the gratified with the tear of coun» 
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nin of ber yanizy loaded, ui me ab- 
dignities and privileges of à goddeſs 
= ons, A 
weakneſſes of a flighted wo un and 
vere io lately overlooked,” or miſtakew 
tr” vircuos, ane now, "as Camus fays; 

foe in a 'notebook. ” The paſſion; 
. which was vowed eternal, laſted" only 
4 few. ſhort weeks; and the indiffe- 
hee, de de @ tir den bong 
included” in_the bargain, chat it was 


: 


nor tÞ much as ſuſpe®ted, follows them 


through the whole tirefoms Journey of 
r | 
veir nafpic, vacgnr, joylels exiſtence. 
| Tuus much for the rowpletion of the 
bentiwental biflory. If we trace- it 
* G 4 2 back 
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herſelf. 
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bie oi tip that Gf 
that à damſel of this caſt had her head 


„and her inſanity confirmed by 
imprudent friendſhips. She never fails 
own tum and ay roar if ſhe 
A violent intimacy enſues, 


ie union of — 
takes place, which is wrought to the 


higheſt pitch by a ſecret and yolumi- 


nous correſpondence, though they live 
in the ſame ſtreet, or perhaps in the 

fame houſe. This is the fuel which 
principally. feeds and ſupplies the dan- 


gerous flame of ſentimept. In this 


corre pondence | the two friends encou- 


rage each other in the falſeſt notions 
imaginable. They repfeſent” romantic 


1 as" the 8toat Run buſineſs 
: 6 of 
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of human life, and deſcribe all the 
other concerns of it as too low and 
elevated beings, and ſit only to em- 
ploy the daughters of the plodding 
vulgar: In theſe letters, family affais | 
aro miſrepreſented, family ſecrets! di- | 
vulged, and family misfortunes" ag 
gravated. They are filled with vows | 
of eternal amity, and proteſtations of 
never-ending love. ut interjectious | 
and: quotations: ure the principal em- 
belliſhments- of theſe very . ſublime. 
in them is extravagant and hyperbo- 
and exceſſive. In a favourite, every 
frailty is heightened, into a perfection. 


The, dramatic poet, eſpecially the 
moſt tender and romantic, are quoted 


* 1 1 
0 1 . 4 8 7 
and e ſl 
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le er pathetic, thaughe is forced to 
tive vp its. natural and obvious. mean- 
IT wich all che violence of mi 
appliexcian, is compelled ta ſuit ſame 
eireumſtanee of imaginary wos of the 
for nn 
R r its pho 
egy. rows: 
W 1 is an ex- 
preffion worth an empire, and is al- 
ways uſed with peculiar emphaſis and 
enthuſiaſm. For a favourite topic of 
theſe epiſtles is the groveling ſpirit 
and forgid temper of the parents, who 
vill be ſure to find no quarter at the 
hands of their daughters, mould they 
preſume to be ſo unreaſonable as to 
direct their courſe of reading, interfere. 
| In' their choice of friends, or interrupt - 
their very important correſpondence. 
en young ladies are fertile in 
| cxpe- 


connRRIoNs. gy 


expedients, and as their genius is ne- 


ver mare agrecably -exerciſed than in 
fading reſources, . they are not With», 
out their ſecret. exultation, in caſe ei- 
= .of the above intereſting events 
ſhould happen, | as they carry. with 
them a certain air of tyranny and per- 
ſecution which is very delightful, | For 
2 prohibited correſpondence i is, one of 


the great incidents of a ſentimental life, 


and a letter de dern ren, 4 


ſupreme felicity of a {entimenral lady, 


| *Noruino can equal the aſtoniſhment 
_ 6f "theſe" ſoaring ſpirits,” when- their 


to remonſtrate with them on any 
impropriety in theft concfuct. Bot if 


theſe worthy people happen to be 
ſomewhat advanced in life, their con- 


3 very anti- 


quated c 


lain friends'6r prodeitt relations pre- 


tempt is then a little ſoftened by pity, 
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0 judge what is fit or unfit for ladies 
of their great refinement, ſenſe, and 
reading. They conſider them as wretches 
utterly ignorant of the Toblime”plea- 
ſures of a delicate and exalted paſſion : 
28 tyrants whoſe authority is to be con. 
temned, and as ſpies whoſe vigilapd ce is 
to be. eluded. - The prudence of theſe 
worthy | friends "rhey term ſuſpicion, 
and their experience dotage. For they 
ate perſuaded, that the face of things 
has ſo totally changed ſince their pa- 
rents were, young, that though they 
might then judge tolerably for them- 
ſelves, yet they are now (with all 
their advantages of knowledge and 
obſervation) by no means qualified to 
direct their more enlightened. daugh- 
ters; tein af. — rag 


no 


n 


- CONNEXIONS: // 93 


no more be influenced by- r 
Ant: in her e baer or her.bro- 
— fr 1 ee e 
1 e 

Bor be e . 
folly and ignorance more conſpicu- 
ouſly, than by this over-confidence in 
diſdain of the opinion of thoſe - who 
have known | more days. 
a quickneſs of apprehenſion, which jt 


of penetration. But youth; like cun- 
ning, though very conceited, is ver / 
ſhort · ſighted, and never more. ſo than 


the wiſe, and the admonitions of the 


aged. The ſame. vices and follies in- 
fluenced the human heart in their 
day, which Infucnce it now, and 

| | nearly 


Youth has 


is very apt to miſtake for-an/acuteneſs 


hen it diſregards the inſtructions of 
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nearly in the ſume manner. One who 
Well knew the world and its vüriows 
vanities, has faid; * The thing which 
« hath been; it is that which ſmall be, 
and that which is done is that which 
©. ſhall be done, and there is no mew 


pe gr e a6” 


f Fire, 
. 


7 : | by 


"ds is 405 4 b of 1 edn 
22 to imagine that none but 
_ the young and the beautiful have any 
rigbe wo che- pleaſures of ſucicty, or 
even to the common benefits and bleſſ- 
ings of life. "Ladies of thisrum alſo 
affect the moſt jofty diſregard for aſe 
fol qualities and domeſtic virtyes; 
and this is a natural conſequence: for 
as this fort of ſentiment is 6nly a werd 
of idfenefs, the who is conſtantly and 
ulefblly employed, has neicher leflvre 
nor 5h to cultivate 1 it. IT 
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A rler ae principally | 
values herſelf. on dite enlargement | 
het ' notions, and ber liberal way of 
thinking. This ſuperiority of ſoul 
chiefty manifeſts itſelf in the contempr 
of thoſe minute delicacies and little do- 
corums, which, trifling as they may 


be chought, tend at | once to dignity | 
the charadter, and 60 reſtrain the | 


dad oa Aces the ſex, 


Paanars the error ere ess | 


originates in miſtaking ſentiment 
= for each other, Now 1 


conceive them to be extremely die- 


tent. Sentiment is the virtue of idm 


and Principle the virtue of n Sen. 
titnent has its ſear in the head, Prin- 
ciple in the hart. Sentiment” ſuggeſts 
fine harangues and ſubtile diſtinetions; 
Principle conceives juſt notions, and 

actions in conſequence | 
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of them. Selten nes umu the 
fimplicity of truth and the plainnefs 
0f piety 3 and, as a celebrated wit has 
contemporary, gives us virtue in words 
and vice in deeds. Sentiment may be 
led the Athenian, who 4new:: what 
was right; 8 * 
wonlan, who Urine it. 215 
Bor theſe — will = =. 
exemplified by an attentive conſider- 
ation of two admirably drawn” cha- 
rafters of Milton, which are beauti- 
tifully, delicately; and diſtintly mark - 
ed. Theſe are, Belial, who may not 
improperly be called the Demon off Sen- 
_Jiment ;\ and Abdiel, © who: may be 
. termed mem 26 ane m2 9c} 


15 ee 5 Prophecy concerning Rouean, 8 
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Sun vv the picture of Belial, drawn 
* the ſublimeſt band that ever” * 


j t . 8 
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Fu Wins mr As FI 

For dignity compoſed, and high-explois, 
But all was falſe and hollow, tho' bis tongue. - 
Dropt mann and could make the e appear 
| The better reaſon, to perplex and daſh 3 
Matureſt counſels, for his th hts were low, 

To vice induſttious, but 10 decds 

Tim tous ad flathfel; yet he pleaſed the car. 

f N Loor, B. U. 
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Hens is a lively = * 5 
breeding and poliſhed manners: on 
the whole, of 2 very II 
: * _ mo P39: 
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8 nit * Faithfel fund 
þ ode the fable, ſaichful only be 0. 
Among innumerable falſe, ward... =P 
Unſhaken, unſeduc'd, unterrified ; © {xs 

His loyalty he kept, bis love, his zeal, ; 

Nor number, nor example with him-wrooght- 
ba Dogs ger gere ot ny mind. 

Thoogh . | 


* 
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Bor 11 is not from these deſeriprions, 
juſt and Rriking as they are, that their 
characters are ſo perfectly known, as 
from an examination of their conduct 
through the remainder of this divine 
work: in which it is well worth while 
to remark the conſonancy of their ac · 
tions, with what the above pictures 
ſeem to promiſe, It will alſo be ob- 
ſerved, that the contraſt between them 
is kept up throughout, with the ut · 
moſt exactneſb of delineation; and the 


moſt animated unn. of colouring. 
L | On 


* 
. 
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. review, it will be found; 1 
Belial zalked * add Abdiel * all. 
The former, n 


oi eee e 
Counſel d ples and pracefal fb, a 
. 5 Tor ee Wy. * 77 
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"In Abdiel you will n e find 


the eloquence of action. When tempt - 


ed by the rebellious angels, with What 
retorted ſcorn, with what honeſt indig- 
nation he deſerts their multitudes, and 


retreats from their e ee | 


All night the dreadleſß angel dopufſüed 
Through eyes: g _ dani; 5 dd his way. 


24 | Ra 2 nh 5; rx © Book VI. 


No. wonder. he. was , received wich 
4 acclamations of joy by the celeſ- 
tial E when 5 0 was 
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Waar was the effect of this courage 
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The rebel throne, bet greater gay. tn toe 
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- Nor was it ought but juſt, 


22 


That be who is debate" of with had won, 
Shou d win in arms, * ee alike | 


Bor notwithſtanding 1 have ſpoken 
with ſome aſperity againſt ſentiment as 
oppoſed to principle, yet I am con- 
0 . 
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Aub afterwards, in a. cluſe conteſt 
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Ai had the ſuperiority of Be- 
Hal es moch i in the warlike combat, as 
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 {nor! the ſort 1 haue beet 2 


chthuſiaſm is ſo far from being diſa- 
greeable, that a portion of it is per- 


gsging worhan. But it muſt be the 


enthuſiaſm of the heart, not of the ſenſes. 


It maſt be the enthuſiaſm which grows 
up with « irnfing wid, and incherifhes 


een 


err eee 


wer. 1 
that a young woman cannot have any 
real greatneſs of ſoul, or true elevation 
1 if we has not a tinge: 
mace, but which proof a certain 
192 H 3 way 


before on —— luſtre, 
ind its moſt captivating graces. And | 


haps indiſpenſably neceſſary in an en- 
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wu of thinking will difcern tb pro- 
ceed from thoſe fine feelings, and that 

charming * ſenſibility,” without which, 


though a woman Bang yet 
the can never be amiable. * n . Ds 
. 1 16:0 17 '4+K1 1 7 hy det 5 nt +) 7 


bs bor this bee en be 
wwe” rigidly watched, 45 * _ apt 
veniences om Which 16> en ing 
characters ate happily exempt. Young 
women of ſtrong ſenſibility may be 
Dee eme chi 
erer da the mate — 
— —e 
ſcarcely ſoffer themſelves to feel a rea- | 
ſonable preference before it ſtrengrhens 
inte TYRES attachment. azar: . 
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n met with in her 
reading, diſperſed in a variety of heros. 
en, She is perſuaded, that her new 
| friend. unites: them all-in herſelf, be- 


cauſe ſhe carries in her 
countenance the promiſe of them all. 
How cruel and hom cenſorious would 
this inexperienced girl think her mo- 
ther, was, who, hould.vencure; to. hint 

| | II N 


13 


fobts in her temper, or eceptions in 
hints of diſcretion for the inſinuations 
of an uncharitable diſpoſition. At firſt 
vith 2 cold and filent diſdin. Sbe 
-would deſpiſe them as- the effect of 
prejudice. miſrepreſentation, / or "wi 
rance. The more aggravated the cen- 
for this dear injured creature (Who is 
taiſed much higher nne 
no bounds, 2 n is eee * can 
; — Th + 


ts 


vir this — ante this 
honeſt indiſcretion, is, at this early pe- 
_ riod of life, as amiable as it is natural; 
and will, if wiſely cultivated, produce, 
ack | N | e 
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at its proper ſeaſon, fruits infinitely 
more valuable than all the guarded 

circumfpeftion : of premature, and 
therefore artificial, prudence. - Men, 1 
ſudden. prepoſſeſſions in favour of each 
nance of fancy. They engage more 
warily, and paſs: through the ſeveral 
in the choice of a friend, enjoy even 
then an higher degree of ſatisfaction 
than if they never truſted. For to be 
always clad in the burthenſome ar- 
mour of ſuſpicion is more painful and 
inconvenient, than to run the hazard 
of — now and then a tranſient 


. e e e ani 


106 ON SENTIMENTAL, G. 


Bur the above obſervations only 
rienced for I am very certain, that 
women are capable of as faithful and 
28 durable friendſhip as any of the 
other ſex. They can enter not only 
into all the enthuſiaſtic tenderneſs, 
ment. And if we cannot oppoſe in- 
ſtances of equal weight with thoſe of 
Nyſus and Euryalus, Theſeus and Pi- 
rithous, Pylades and Oreſtes, let it be 
remembered, that it is becauſe the re- 
corders of thoſe characters were men, 
and that the very exiſtence of them is 
merely poetical. un een 40-3 1:5: 
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LOW voice and ſoft addreſs 
are the common indications of 
a well-bred woman, and ſhould ſeem 
to be the natural effects of a. meek 
and quiet ſpirit ; but they are only the 


ourvard and yiſible ſigns of it: for 
n they 


* 


108 TRUE AND FALSE 
they are no more meekneſs itſelf, than 
| red coat is courage, or u black one 


Yer nothing is more common than 
to miſtake the ſign for the thing itſelf, 
nor is any practice more frequent than 
that of endeavouring to acquire the 
exterior mark, without once thinking 
to labour after theiinterior grace. Surely 

this is beginning at the wrong end, 
like attacking the ſymptom and neg- 
lecting the diſeaſe. To regulate the 
features, while the ſoul is in tumults, 
or to command the voice while the 
paſſions are without reſtraint, is as idle 
as throwing odours into a ſtream when 


= ſource is ee 1 * 


Tur ae tine, = ks . 
than any man the nature and the power 
of beauty, Has aſſured us, that the 
8 | temper 


© 
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temper of the mind has a ſtrong influ- 


% maketh the face to ſhine,” ſays that 
_ exquiſite judge: and ſurely no part 


of wiſdom is more likely to produce 


OT WY e _ 
One” A 5 


e 


as true from the artificial — — 
The former is univerſal and habitual, 
the latter, local and temporary. Every 
young female may keep this rule by 


| ment of her own temper : if ſhe is nat 
2 gentle to her chambermaid as ſhe 


We e inked 9s. 


32 © hebeld/« welbrod 
| "young 


ence upon, the features: Wildom 


n n d be m n ik ai 


ber, ta enable her to form a juſt judg- 


| 
| 
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1 | youngolady, ſoft! and tengaging as the 
= - doves of Venus, diſplaying a thouſand 
of a large company, and the inſtant they 
are gone, to ſee her look mad as the Py- 

tian maid; and all the frightened graces 

8 driven from her furious comntehance, 
z only becauſe her gown was he 
home a quarter of an hour later than 

ſhe expected, or her ribband ſent half 
a ſnade lighter or darker chan-ſhe or- 
dered? + e boa" teal „n 26} 
38] #91 £29 15127 9 7 4; pet Rule 
Al men's characters are faid to 
proceed from their ſervants; and this 

is more particularly true of ladies: for | 
as their ſituations are mote domeſtic, 
they lie more open to the inſpeQion 
of their families, to whom their real 
Characters are eaſily and perfectly 
known; for they ſeldom think it worth 
te" to * any diſguiſe 25 
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thoſe, whoſe 709 ü pts dle dn 88. 
value, and who are obliged to ſubmit 


t their een tumours, 
. e 


25 122 Hts Nan 4 Lad * 
Adtonosr women of breeding, the 
exterior of gentleneſs is ſo uniformly 
aſſumed, and the whole manner is ſa 
Perfectiy level and an, that it ig 


next to impoſſible for a ſtranger ta 


know any thing of their true diſpoſi> 
tions by converſing with them, and 
even the very features are ſo exactly 
regulated, that phyſiognomy, which 
may ſometimes be truſted among the 


vulgar, is, . 12 Nen Aa 0 
lying ſcience... | 3 „. 1 45 
4 9 10 aff W the ; | 


A, very pm 1 4 the 


happens alſo to be a very. artful ; one, 
will be conſcious ſhe has ſo much to 
conceal, that the dread of betraying 

Ns Arg ext - | her 
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W on he gert, 
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| 108 real temper will make her ppt on 
very exceſs, may be diltinguiſhed from 
the natural, by a penetrating eye. That 
gentleneſs is ever liable to be ſuſpected 
for the counterfeited, which is fo ex- 
oeſſive as to deprive people of the 
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Tu countenance and manners of 
ſome very faſhionable perſons may be 
compared to the inſeriptions om their 
monuments, which ſpeak” nothing but 
good of what is within; but he who 
knows any thing of the world, or of 
the human hearr, will no more truſt 

to the courteſy, then he wil peed 
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dffeQting to be always equally delighted = 
ſociety of theſe languid beings is with- 
out (confidence, their friendſhip-with» 
inſipid mode of conduct may be ſaſe, 
but 1 cannot think it has en 
beat, oe principle in Hl. 


Tunze nk 
proving: levies, ako: bare nakher the 
noble courage to reprehend vice, nor 
the generous warmth to bear their ho- 
neſt teſtimony io the cauſe of virtue, 
conclude every one to be ill-natured 
who has any penetration, and look up- | 
on a diſtinguiſhing judgment as want 
of xendervels. But they ſhould learn, 

2 1 that 


at, TRUE AND FALSE 


that this diſcernment does not always 
Proceed from an uncharitable temper, 
but from that lung expetience and 
thorough knowledge of the world, 
which lead thoſe who have it to ſcru- 
tinize into the conduct and diſpoſition 
of men, before they truſt entirely to 
thoſe fair appearances, which ſome 
| times veil the moſt inſidious purpoſes. 
tin 191 Tea Hub 10 SOT Biff 
W are perpetually miſtaking the 
ee and diſpoſitions of our on 
hearts. We elevate our failings i into 
vittues, and qualify 'our” vices | into 
weakneſſes: and hence 'ariſe ſo many 
falſe judgments reſpecting meekneſs. 
Self. ignorance is at the root of all this 
miſchief.” M any ladies complain that, | 
for their part, their ſpirit” is ſo meek 
they can bear nothing; whereas,” if 
they ſpoke truth, they would ay; their 
ſpirit is o high and unbroken chat 
e = they 
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plead their meckneſs. as a reaſon why | 
they cannot endure to be croſſed, and 
to produce their impatience of contra- 
dition as u proof of ee! 


od ah - +... 
"If I, 75 221 9 9 42 _ £7 2 
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A Mzzxntss, like moſt: vos 8 


SIE bear nothing. Strange. o 


has certain limits, which it no ſooner 


exceeds than it becomes criminal. Ser- 
vility of ſpirit is not gentleneſs but 
weakneſs, and if indulged under the 
ſpecious appearances it ſometimes puts 
on, will lead to the moſt dangerous 
compliances. She who hears inno- 
cence maligned without vindicating it, 
falſehood aſſerted without contradict- 
ing it, or religion prophaned without 
r ting ir. is not , box e. 


Ot: 75 +} 


1001 12 

* eee of) an ous 
injured friend, if the popular ery hap- 
*. de againſt him, is the moſt 
21877 3 6 2 diſgrace- 


wolte Pulney iuſkahee bf her weihen 
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wilgräceful - weaktieſs; Ts wis the 
cuſe bf Madame de Maitenöd. - She 
wbed the chäracter and ddmfted the 

ralents of Ratine; ſhe bakefled him 

While he had to enemies, but wanted 
| the greatneſs of mind, or rather the 
common juſtice, to prtte& him againſt 

their reſentment when He had y and 
ber favourite was abandoned to the 
ſuſpicious jealouſy of the king when 
a prudent remonſtrance might fave 
preſerved him Dut her rameneſs; if 
not abſolutt connivance in the grent 
maſſacre of the proteſtants, in whoſe 
church ſhes had been bred, is a far 


an inſtauce Which, in tþite ö all Ber 
devotional zeal and inedriipatable pru- 
dence, will diſqualify her from ſhining 
in the annals of good women, how- 


MEEKN ESS aag 


cogtemparzm, Beugi. Wha When 
Tonis world pave prepailed gn bim 
_ bp. renounce his religion far 8 commul- 
fign or 4 goyeromenp nobly replied, 
« If I could be perſuaded, 1 betray 
< my God. for + marthal's, ſtaff, ] 
* might. befray. my 6th | 
fe * much 1616 ee ee, 


nabe in iar, F ir bs pp 
hot active ang paſſixe; if it will nat 
anable us to ſubdue gur own, paſſions | 
and relentmepts, 4s ell , gualify us 
to beer patiently the OY — 
a hes. 


Beronz we give yay tc to any 8 
emotion of anger, it would perhaps be 
ond whiſe. 10 cpnſider the value of 


the alyeRt which. excites it, and to re- 
_.-. 13 flect 
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fleck for a moment, whether the thing 
ve ſo ardently deſire, or ſo vehemently | 
reſent, be really of as much import - 
ance to us, as that delightful” tran- 
quillity of ſoul, which we renounce in 
purſuit of it, If, on a fait calculation, 
we find we are not likely" to get as 
much as we are ſure to loſe, then, 
putting all religious conſiderations out 
of the queſtion, common ſenſe and 
human policy will tell us, we have 
made a fooliſh and unprofitable EX- 
change. Inward quiet is a part of 
one's ſelf; the object of our reſentment 
| may be only a matter of opinion ; and, 
certainly, What makes a portion of 
our actual happineſs ought to be too 
dear to us, to be facrificed for a tri- 


155 foreign, perhaps i imaginary good. 


25 Tr moſt pointed ache 1 wender 
| to b * on a mind enllaved by 


auge, 
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. 66 Sexigaro 
4, Alexander{(faid he) had two friends, 
«. Clitus and Lyſimachus the one he 
* expoſed to a lion, the other do him 
© ſelf : he who was turned looſe to the 
6: beaſt» efcaped; but Clitus was mur- 
« dered,: for he was turned looſe to an 
* S eg ee % fim "#810 25 
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A PASSIONATE woman's happineſs 
Is never in her own keeping: it is the 
w_ of accident, and the ſlave of 

is, It is in ee her a- 
— ber ſervints, but chieſiy 
of her enemics, and all Mr comfort 
lie at the mercy of others.” So fat 
from being "willing to earn of © him 
who was 'meck and lowly,” the conſiders 
meekneſs . As the want 'of a' becoming 
ſpirit, and Jo liefs as 4 deſpicable 
and vulgar meanneks And an Vo 


<2 * A © | 1 "orna- 
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orhament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
vill not be ſolicitous to wear, But re- 
ſentment is a very expenſi vs viot. How 
dearly has it coſt its vbtaries, even 
from the ſin of Cain, „ ee 
in this kind 1 % It is cheaper. 
« pious writer) to W 
6 the 1 75 wh 


. 


"4s it were oaly for mere e human rea- 
bons, it would turn to a better account 
ta he patient 3 nothing defears the ma- 
ice of an enemy like a; ſpirit af for- 

bearance; the return of rage for rage 
cannot be ſe effectually provoking. 
True. gentleneſs, like an impenetrable 
armour, repels the moſt pointed ſhafts 
of malice: they cannot pierce through 
this invulnerable ſhield, but either fall 
hurtleſs to the ground, or return to 
ee band that ot them. 
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oi r ee ede 0 
conſtant banquet at home; yrt, hy a. 
fore of divine alchymys it will canvers = 
all external events to its own praſit. 
and-be able to deduce ſome good, ever 
from the moſt unpromiſing : it will ex · 
moſt barren circumſtances 4.45 It will 
* ſuck honey out of the rock, and ol 
is DN 5 $ Jun 


| - +8 
o Oer 


r the 1 en of this 
complacent quality is, that it naturally 
| diſpoſes the mind where it refides, to 
the practice of every- other that is ami- 
able. Meekneſs' may be called the 
pioneer of all the other virtues, which 
levels every obſtruction, and ſmaoths 
every difficulty that might impede 

their engrance, ar retard their progreſs, 

| N | Tus 


1 e 


of this amiable virtue may be "farther 
ſcen in its permanency. ' Honours/and 
dignities are tranſient, beauty and 
riches frail and fugacious, to 2 pro- 
verb. Would not the truly wiſe, 
therefore, wiſh to have ſome one poſ- 
r — 
wiſh can only be accompliſhed by ac- 
quiring and maintaining that > calm;and 
abſolute ſelf-poſſeſſion, which, as the 
world, had no hand in zving, ſo. i it 


| cannot, by the moſt malicious exertion 
of 1 A n 
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[HAVE os not che fooliſh prefilig 
tion to imagine, that I can offer 


any thing new on a ſubject, which 


has been ſo 


ſucceſafully treated by 


many learned and able writers. I would 
only, with all poſſible deference, beg 


leave 


224 ON RDUCATION. 


leave to hazard a few ſhort: remarks 
on that part of the ſubject of educa- 
of the heart. I am well aware, that 
this part alſo has not been leſs ſkil- 
fully. and forcibly. qiſcuſſed than the 
reſt, though I cannot, at the ſame 


time, help remarking, that it does not 
appear to have been ſo much 1 8 0 


dee ee, 


In appears then, that eee 
ing the great and real improvements, 
which: have beep made in the affair 
of female education, and notwithſtand- 
ing the more enlarged and- generous 
views of it, which prevail in the pre- 
feat day, that therr is ſtill @ very ma- 
deri defect, which ir is agt, in genera), 


enough the obje& of atrentipn to re. 
een 
ia this, chat top Itle aegard is paid 
„ 8 
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to che diſpoſitions of the nnd, that 
properly «cheriſhed, nor the en 
_ * WW 


= he bl ch of Vous as 
far as the cuſtoms which faſhion eſta · 
bliſhes are right, they ſhould undoubt 
edly be followed, Let the exteriot be 
made a conſiderable objtct of attention, 
but let it not be the principal, let it 
be induſtriouſſy cultivated, hut et 
them not be cultivated at the expence = 
head, the whole perſon be carefully 
_ poliſhed, but let not the heart be the 


otily portion of the human anatomy, 
E e l 


2 Us eagle of this ultron tes 
to proceed as much from a bad taſte, 
pa N as 
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gene · 

geog. fle pri —— 
protons er — and 3 
3 8 * 
Pearances, ermining. Mu who teach 
way of det tify thoſe = FR] 
and languages, 3 and —— 
idem, by 1 pil, nor 
dite e 2 ſuper- 
to be 90 33 . 
ddefciency in can, in — 
ficial — eee, addreſs 
_ judge chefs accompli e there are 
moſt of er e there 
| 8 ſelves 1 | 

* ho can flect. * 
wh n _ OT. PR 

g 1s. not 

33 _perfeion, : rapid 
8 accompl = * 
and even in aud W * 
\ ters, 1 Ne 28 4 | Bur | 
ciple; bad ; 
* | 
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WE 8 heart, that natural ſeat of 
evil propenſities, that little crouble- 
ſame empire of the paſſions, i is led to 
uhat is right by low motions and im- 
perceptible degrees. It muſt be ad- 
moniſhed by reproof, and allured by 

kindneſs: Its livelieſt advances are 
of Prejudice, and its brighteſt pro- 


miſes often obſcured by the tempeſts 


of paſſion; * It is flow in its acquiſition 
of virtue, ad reluctant in its ud 


arne to picty. W Th 3 $3 r 4 


3. MT M2450; £9 39 The 
Tua is another W which 
proves this mental cultivation to be 
more important, as well as more diſſi- 
cult, than any other part of education. 
In the uſual faſhionable accompliſh- 
ments, the buſineſs of acquiring: them 
is almoſt always getting forwards, and 
one difficulty is conquered: before an- 
Pry 0 4 


other 
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Eber is ſuffeted to ſbew itſelf ; for a 
Pruclent teacher will level the road his 
pupil is te paſs, and fmooth the in- 
etqualities which might retard her pro- 
Bur in morals, (which ſhould be 
the great object cooſtantly kept in 
view) the taſk is far more | difficult. 
The unruly. and turbulent deſires of 
the heart are not ſo obedient ; one paſ- 
ſion will ſtart up before another is ſup- 
preſſed. The ſubduing Hercules can- 
not cut off the heads ſo often as the 
prolifc Hydra can produet them, nor 
fell ae eee 


3 ieee douls be 

bought t the price” of a ſingle virtue, 
the ** would be infinitely dear! 
12 45 And 


the © 
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And, however ſtartling it may found, 
1 chiak it ie notwithſtanding, erte, 
mat che labours of 2 good and wine 

Mother, BO is anxious for her daugh- 
ter's moſt important intereſts, will ſdem 
to be at variance with thoſe of her in- 
firu@ars. She will doubdeſs rejoice 
at her progreſs in any polite art, bur 
the will rejoice with trembling :—hus 
mility and piety form che ſolid and 
durable baſis,” on which ſhe wiſhes to 
raiſe the Iuperſtructure of the accom- 
plihments, while the accompliſhments 
themſelves ate frequently of that uns 
ſteady nature, that if the foundation 
| bs not, ſecured, in proportion as the 

building is enlarged, it will be over-. 


. "loaded and deſtroyed by thoſe very 
ornaments,, wnich were. intended to 
| embelilih, what * have Wr r 
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Tus mote oſtenſible q | 
ſhould be carefully regulated, or they 
will be in danger of putting to flight 
the modeſt train of retreating virtues, 
which cannot ſafely ſubſiſt hefore the 
bold, eye of public obſervation, nor 
bear the bolder tongue of impudent 
and audacious flattery. A tender mo- 
ther cannot but feel an honeſt triumph, 
in contemplating thoſe excellencies in 
her daughter which deſerve. applauſe, 
but ſhe will alſo. ſhudder. at the vanity 

which that applauſe may excite, and 
_ at. thoſe, hitherto: Wen ideas which 

it may awaken. 


"4 , TW 4 #4 *7 21 
1 


Tur — w_ it is his Ee and 
perhaps his duty, will naturally teach 
a girl to ſer her improvements in the 
moſt conſpicuous point of light. . Sz 
. FAIRE VALOIR is the great principle 


induſtriouſl NY into her young 
heart, 


AT 4 
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hear and ſeems to be conſidered as 
à kind of fundamental maxim in edu- 
cation. It is however the certain and 
effectual ſeed, from which a thouſand | 
yet unborn. vanities will ſpring... This 
dangerous doctrine (which yet is not 
without its; uſes) will be counteracted 
by the prudent mother, not in ſo 
many. words, but by a watchful and 
ſcarcely perceptible dexterity. Such 
an one will be more careful to have 
the talents of her daughter cultivated 
than exbibited, | | th 


Ove would be led t to 1 by 
the common mode of female education, 
that human life conſiſted of one uni- 
verſal holiday, and that the only con-. 
teſt was, who ſhould be beſt enabled 


to excel in the ſports and games that 
were to be celebrated on it. Merely 


ornamental accompliſhments will bur | 
* 1 indi- 
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indifferently qualify a woindty/to per. 
ferm the-duties of life, though it is 
highly proper ſhe ſhould pollſeſs them, 
iz order to furniſh the enm/ements of 
i.” But is it right to ſpend fo large 
4 portion of life without ſome prepa- 
ration for the bufineſs of living ? K 
lady may ſpeak a little French and 
| Traliafi, repeat à few paflages in a the- 
atrical tohe, play and fing, have het 
dreffing-room hung with het own draw- 
ings, and her perſon coveted with her 
own tambour work, and may, not- 
withſtanding, have been very body 
educated. . Yet I am far from attempt · 
ing to depreciate the value of theſe 
qualifications: they are moſt of them 
not only highly becoming, but oftea | 
 indiſpenſably. neceſſary, and a polite 
education cannot be perſected with- 
out them. But as the world ſeems. to 
be very well appriſed of their import- 
. IN „„ 


3 


n 
e in the de eee | 
it on their utility. Yet, though well- 
bred young women ſhould: learn to 
dance, (ing, recite and draw, the end 
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of a; good education is not that they 


may become dancers, ſingers, players 
or painters its real object is to make 
them good daughters, good wives, 
good miſtreſſes, good members of ſo- 
ciety, and good chriſtians, The above | 
qualifications therefore are intended to 
Anm their leiſure, not to ewpley their. 
lives 3 for an amiable and wiſe woman 
will always have ſomething better to 
value herſelf e than theſe "nu 

1 Be 

FOES” | 


. 
ſometimes contribute to the error of 


f vhich 1 am copying. Doe they 
s K * not 
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not often ſet a higher value on thoſe 
; ADs which are calculated to 
attract obſervation, and catch the eye 
of the multitude, than on thoſe which 
are valuable, permanent, and internal? 
Are they not ſometimes more ſolici- 


tous about the opinion of others, re- 


ſpecting their children, than about 
| the real advantage and happineſs of 
the children themſelves? To an inju- 
dicious and ſuperficial eye, the beſt 

educated girl may make the leaſt bril- 


Hast figure, as ſhe will probably have 


leſs flippancy in her manner, and leſs 

repartee in her expreſſion ; and her ac- 
quirements, to borrow -biſhop Sprat's 
idea, will be rather enamelled than em- 

Bolſed. But her merit will be known, 
and acknowledged by all who come 
near enough to diſcern, and have taſte 


_ enough' to diſtinguiſh. It will be un⸗ 
dͥeerſtood and admired by the man, 


S : | whoſe 
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whats: 2 ſhe is one day * 
make, whoſe family -the* is to govern, 
and whoſe children he is to educate. 5 
of diſſipation, for he knows he ſhall | 
rot find: _ oY dut he will ſeek 
the pritiice of every "domeſtic virtue, 
in the exertion of every amiable ac- 
compliſhment, exerted in the ſhade, to 
enliven retirement, to heighten the 
endearing pleaſures of ſocial inter- 


135 


courſe, and to embelliſm the narrow : 


| but charming circle of family delights. 
To this amiahle purpoſe, a truly good 

and. well. educated young lady will de- 

dicate her more elegant accompliſh- | 

ments, inſtead of exhibiting them to at- 
tract miesen or ae rig 4 

„ eee 

"Jana girls; = — more viva- 


are 4 than underſtanding, 'will often 
; K. > RE make 
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male a (prightly figure in converſation. 
ing others, is frequently dangerous to 
themſelves, nor is it by any means to 
be deſued or encquraged very early in 
life, This immaturisy of wit is helped 
than-books of ſalid inſtructian: for the 
imagination is touched ſooner than the 
underſtanding ; and effects are more 
rapid as they are more pernicious. 
Convenſation ſhould be the reſult of 
education, not the procar/or of it. It 
id a golden fruit, when ſuffered to 


and unnatural} means, „ ile in — 
2 * in * it 


— 
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0 


f uh — 1 % 
” 
X , | 
| ' f | ” 4 8 * 
4 4 
" 89 + < LF 4 14 s „„ Sv 41 6 - 
- Is" of 
1 " R | | 
ks * L x 
WAS LAS T HE 


N EDUCATION; 1 
mate: . are ta wah — ra 
1— and ee in uneried 
or its piety. Thoſe whoſe buſineſs it 
ia to form it,. can foreſee none of theſe 
ſituations; yet, as far as. human wiſ- 
dum will allow, they muſt enable it 
to provide for them all, with an hum- 
ble dependence on the divine afliſtance. 
A well-diſciplined foldier muſt learn 
and practiſe all his evolutions, though 
he does not know on what ſervice his 
leader may command him, by what 
mode of combat the enemy may 
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Oy great art of education con ſiſts 
in not ſuffering the feelings to become 
too acute by unneceſſary awakening, 

nor too obtuſe by the want of exertion. 

The former renders them the ſource 

of calamity, and totally ruins the tem- 
per; while the latter blunts and de- 
baſes them, and produces'a dull, cold, 
and ſelfiſh ſpirit, © For the mind is an 
inſtrument, which, if wound too high, 
will loſe its ſweernels,” and if not 

enough fir n _ abate _— nh vi- 


gour. E Oe 
| CES P43 


Ho cruel is it to extinguiſh by 
neglect or unkindnefs, the precious 

ſenſibility of an open temper, to chill 
the amiable glow of an ingenuous ſoul, 
and to quench the bright flame of a 
noble and generous ſplrit! Theſe are 
of higher worth than all the documents 
of learning, of dearer price than all 
| the 
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[ads * which can be derived 
from the moſt refined and n 
* education. 8 1's, 


ſ 


Bar ſealibilie a Aclicacy, anda an 
iogenuous temper, make no part of 
education, exclaims the pedagogue— 
they are reducible to no claſs—chey 
come under no article of inſtruction 
they belong neither to languages nor 
- to. mulic.—What an error! They are 
a part of education, and of n 
more value, 


Than oy _ W diſcipfine ere knew, 


1 is true, they. are ranged e no 
claſs, but they are ſuperior, to all; 
they are of more eſteem than languages 
or muſic, for they are the language of 
the heart, and the muſic of the accord - 
ing paſſions. Vet this ſenſibility is, 
in nn inſtances, * far from being 

culti- 
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entire that it hs not uncommon 
to ſee thoſe who affect more than uſual 
| ſagacity, caſt a ſmile of ſupereilious 
Pity, at any indication of a warm, 
generous, or enthuſiaſtic remper'in the 
| lively and the young; as much as to 
fay, © they will know better, and will 
have more diſcretion when they are 
2 older.“ But every appearance of 
amiable ſimplicity, or of honeſt ſhame, 
Nature's haſty conſcience, will 'be dear 
io ſenſible hearts; they will carefully 
cheriſn every ſuch indication in . 
young female; for they will perceive 
that-it is this temper, wiſely culti- 
vated, which will one day make her 


80 : enamoured of. the lovelineſs of virtue, 


and the beauty of holineſs: from 
which ſhe will. acquire a taſte for the 
doctrines pf religion, and a ſpiric to 
perform the duties of it. And thoſe 
* . 0 make her aſhamed of 
this 


; ** 
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this charming temper d ſeat to u: 


poſſeſs her of ir, will, it is to be feared; 
give” ber nothing better in exchange. 
But whoever reflects ut all, will exfily 
diſcern how carefully this enthuſiaſm 
is to be directed, and how judiciouſly 
its tedundances | "ys to be e 

away. | | 


"Pavbencs is not 8 
dren; they can, however, ſubſtitute 
aft in its ſtead. But is it not much 
better chat u girl ſhould diſcover the 
faults incident to her age, chan con- 
ceal them under this dark and impe- 
netrable veil? I could almoſt venture 
to aſſert, that there i is ſomething more 
becoming in the very errors of nature, 
where they are undilguiſed, than in the 
affectation of virtue irſelf,, where the 
reality is wanting. And I am ſo far 
_ from being an admirer of prodighes, 
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them; and am always infinitely better 
pleaſed with Nature in her more com- 
mon modes of operation. The preciſe 
and premature wiſdom, which tome 
girls have cunning, enough to aſſume, 
is of a more dangerous tendency. than 
any of their natural failings can be, 
as it effectually covers thoſe ſecret bad 
diſpoſitions, which, if they diſplayed | 
themſelves, might be reftified.. The 
hypoerify of aſſuming virtues. which 
are not inherent: in the heart, prevents 
the growth and diſcloſure of thoſe real 
ones, which it is en r . edu- 
Rath 376 18 3 | 


ww Ax. 


8 if * e ee of * 
temper are to be ſuppreſſed and ſtifled, 
where are the diagnoſtics, by which 
the ſtate of the mind is to be known? 


* wiſe Autan of all things, who 
. 


- 
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did nothing in vain, doubtleſs intends 
noe Hraptoms,1.by e 
| 4 it is impolible diſeaſes ſnould be 
cured before they are known. If the 
ſtream be ſo cut off as to prevent com · 
munication,” or ſo choaked up 28 to 
| defeat diſcovery, how ſhall we ever 
reach the ee out of which are re tho 
3 . | i ot 


| Tus cunning, | which, of all the 
different , diſpoſitions girls diſcover, is 
moſt to be dreaded, is increaſed by 
nothing ſo much as by fear. If thoſe 
about them expreſs violent and unrea- 
ſonable anger at every trivial offence, 
it will always promote this temper, 
and will very frequently create it, 


where there was a natural tendency to 
frankneſs, The indiſcreet tranſports 


of rage, which many betray on every 
7.” * 


—- 


e | 


and premeditaced crimes, na 
_ dilpoſe a child to conceal, w 
does not however care to | 
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tion they make between venial errors 


_ 


of another; for how can an inſtrument 
of fin cure fin ? If a girl is kept in 
4 ſtate of perperual and laviſh terror, 


mme will perhaps have arrifice enough 


to, conceal thoſe 


propenſities which 


ſhe knows are wrong, or thoſe actions 
which ſhe chinks are moſt obnoxious 


to puniſhment, Hut, nevertheleſs, the 
will not ceaſe to indulge thoſe propen- 


firies, and to commit thoſe 5 2785 
8 when ſhe can do it with 1 impunity. - 


Gow FI ons, of themſelves, will 
go but a very little way, unleſs they 


are confirmed into good principles. 


And this cannot be effected but by a 
3 careful 
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. cateful courſe of religious inſtruction, 


and a batlent and laborious cultivation 
of the 2 8 SADDLE «7 
£1 * Bok. ONES FR ; Gaal 
not be treated with unk indneſz, nor 
the firſt op openings of the paſſions blight- 
ed by « 2 7 ſeverity; yet 1 am of opi Pi- 
nion, that young females ſhould ke 
accuſtomed very early in life to a cer- 
tain. degree of reſtraint, The natural 
caſt of character, and the moral dif. | 
_ tinQtions of the ſexes, ſhould not 
be diſregarded, even in childhood, 
That -bold, independent, enterpriſing 
ſpirit, which is ſo much admired in 
boys, ſhould. not, when it happens to 
diſcover itſelf in the other ſex, be en- 
couraged, but ſuppreſſed. Girts mould 
be taught to give up their opinions 

betimes, and hot pertinac to car- 
ry 6h a diſpute, even if they mould 
| My * 9 


; 


know themſelves to be in the right. 
J do not mean, that they ſhould be 


— 
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robbed of the liberty of private judg- 


ment, but that they ſhould by no 


means be encouraged to contract a 
contentious or contradictory turn. It 


is of the greateſt importance to their 


future happineſs, that they ſhould ac- 


- quire a ſubmiſlive temper, and a for- 


bearing ſpirit: for it is a leſſon which 


the world will not fail to make them 
frequently practiſe, when they come 


abroad into it, and they will not prac- 
tiſe it che worſe for having learnt it 


the ſooner. Theſe early reſtraints, in 
the limitation here meant, are fo far 


r n He, OP. this watch- 


from being the effects of cruelty, that 
they are the moſt indubitable marks of 


affection, and are the more meritorious 
as they are ſevere trials of tenderneſs. 


But all the beneficial effects, which a 


 fulneſs, 


14 
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falveſs, wil be entirely defeated, if 
it is praftiſed occaſionally, and not 
habicually, and if it ever appears to 


be uſed to gratify captice, ien 
er reſentment, * e e 
Ade b have Süden to als 
cute ought" to be extremely patient: 
it is indeed a labour of love. They 
ſhould reflect, that extraordinary ta- 
lents are neither eſſential to the well- 
| being of ſociety, nor to the happineſs 
of individuals. If that had been the 
caſe, the beneficent Father of the uni- 
verſe would not have made them ſo 
fare. For it in as eaſy for an Almighty 
Creator to produce. a Newton, as an 
ordinary. man and he could have made 
thoſe powers common which we now 
conſider as. wonderful, without any 
miraculous exertion of his omnipo- 
rence, ir the exiſtence of many New- 
L 2 "os. 
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tons A { vecelfary- 0 the perfec- 
* of his wiſe and i * 


e e chere is — 
piety, as well as more ſenſe, in labour- 


ing to improve the talents: which chil- 
dren actually have, than in lamenting 
that they do not poſſeſs ſupernatural 
endowments or angelic perfections. A 
paſſage of Lord Bacon's - furniſhes an 
admirable incitement for endeayouring 
to carty the amiabſe and chriſtian 
grace of charity to to its fartheſt extent, 
inſtead | 0 " indulging an oyer-anxious 
care for more brillant but leſs i impor- 
1 *  acquilitions, | « The deſire of 

% power in exceſs (ays he) cauſed the 
C angels to fall; the defire of know- 
4 ledge i in exceſs cauſed man to fall; 
00 but in charity i is no exceſs, neither 
« can man 'or angels come into dan- 


« « ger by — 


A iR. 
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A bisl Vbe bas docility will dam 
1 — 
for all che purpoſes af à ſocial, a hap- 

ph and an uſeful life. And when 
we behold the tender hope of fond 
and anxious love, hlaſted by diſap- 
pointment, the defect will as often be 
diſcovered to proceed from the neglect. 
natural temper; and thoſe who lament 
the evil, will ſometimes be e to 
e r 5. em 0 


Ii is 45 338 for parents to ſer 
out with too ſanguine a dependence 
on the merit of their children, as it is 
for them to be diſcouraged at every 
_  Jepulſe, When their wiſhes. are de- 
feated in this or that particular in- 
ſtance, — 9 they had, treaſured. up 
ſome darling expectation, this is ſo far 
from being a reaſon for relaxing their 


$344 L 3 atten- 
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attention, that it ought to be an ad- 
dittional motive for redoubling it. Thoſe 
who hope to do a great deal, mult not 
expect to do every thing. If they 
1 
ſin, the blindneſs of prejudice, or the 
corruption of the human heart, they 
will alſo: know, that the heart will al- 
ways remain, after the very beſt poſſible 
education, fullof infirmity and imperfec- 
tion. Extraordinary allowances, there- 
fore, muſt be made for the weakneſs 
of nature in this its weakeſt ſtate. After 
much 'is done, much will remain to 
do, and much, very much, will ſtill 
be left undone. For this regulation 
of the paſſions and affections cannot 
be the work of education alone, with- 
out the concurrence of - divine grace 
operating on the heart. Why then 
ſhould parents repine, if their efforts 


are bot always ws (nt with imme- 
diate 
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diate ſucceſs? They ſhould conſider, 


that they are not educating cherubims 


and ſeraphims, but men and women; 

expected from them in the weakneſs | 
and imbecillity of infancy! Thave dwele 
on this part of the ſubject the longer 


have ſet out with a warm and active 
zeal, have cooled on the very firſt 
diſcouragement, and have afterwards 
almoſt totally remitted their vigilance, 
pee 1 


0e ue muſt be made 4 


for a profuſion of gaiety, loquacity, 


and even indiſcretion in children, that 


there may be animation enough left to 
ſupply an active and uſeful character, 
when the , firſt fermentation. of the 
_ paſſions. is over, and the re- 

150 IL. 4 dundant 
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| ä + omſnimae joe 
= human nature has obſerved, 

| e ein v inen ly nin, wa 
| ir — that there : ey 
fingle paſſion, which may not be turned 
to ſome good account, if prudently 
rectifſec, and” ſkilfully turned into the 
road of ſome neighbouring virtue. It 
cannot be violently bent, or unnatu- 
rally - forged towards an object of a 
totally oppoſite nature, but may be 
gradually inclined towards a coreſpon- 
| hatred, reſentment, and ambition, the 
moſt reſtleſs and turbulent paſſions 
which ſhake and diſtract the human 
ſoul, may be leck to become the moſt 
active oppoſers of fin, after having 
7 — ty . 8 been 
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never be totally ſubdued, may be made 
may be ennobled: it will nat change 
its name, but its object: it will de- 
ſpiſe what it lately valued. nor be 
contented to graſp at leſs than immor- 
tality. 8 

2 / 


PTY ” ia 


T0. the joys, fears, hopes, deſires, 


a4 the paſſions and affections, which 
ſeparate in various currents from the 
ſoul, will, if directed into their pro- 
per channels, after having fertiliſed 
wherever they have flowed, return 
again to ſwell and enrich the parent 


Tahar 


important purpoſe, is remarkably evi. 
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Tua the very paſſions which appear 
the moſt uncontroulable and unpro- 
miſing, may be intended, in the great 
ſcheme of Providence, to anſwer ſome 


denced in the character and hiſtory 
of Saint Paul. A remark on this ſub- 
ject by an ingenious old Spaniſh wri- 
ter, which I will here take the liberty 
to tranſlate, will Vetter ine oy h 

meaning. Sk. 2 


9 To convert the bittereſt enemy 
— into the moſt zealous advocate, is | 
« the work of God for the inſtruction | 
* of man, Plutarch has obſerved, 


that the medical ſcience would be 


| * brought to the utmoſt perfection, 


« when poiſon ſhould be converted 
into phyſic. Thus, in the mortal 


« aig of J udaiſm and idolatry, 
. 
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« our bleſſed Lord converted the ad- 
« der's venom of Saul the perſecutor, 


into that cement which made Paul 
«the choſen veſſel. That manly. ac- 


« tivity, - that reſtleſs ardor, that 


« burning zeal for the law of his 
« fathers, that ardent thirſt for the _ 


« blood of Chriſtians, did the Son 
* of God find neceſſary in the man 
* who was one day to become the 


defender of his ſuffering people *.” 


To win the paſſions, therefore, over 
to the cauſe of virtue, anſwers a much 
nobler end than their extinction would 
poſſibly do, even if that could be ef- 
fected. But it is their nature never 

to obſerve a neutrality; they are ei- 
ther rebels or auxiliaries, and an 
enemy ſubdued is an ally obtained. 


 ® Obras de Queyedo, vida de San Table Apeftel. 


If 


| 
= 
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luſion 0 ſoan, I would ſay, that the 
paſſions alſo reſemble fires, which are 
friendly and beneficial when under pro- 
| Per direction, but if ſuffered to blaze 
_ without reſtraint, they carry devaſtation 
along with them, and, if totally ex- 


|  tinguiſhed, leave the benightech mind 


in a ſtate of cold and comfortleſs in- 
anity. 889 | 


| Bur, in ſpeaking of the uſefulneſs 

of the paſſions, as inſtruments. of vir- 
tue, envy and hing muſt always be 
excepted: theſe, I am perſuaded, muſt 
either go on in ſtill progreſſive miſ- 
chief, or elſe be radically cured, be- 
fare any good can be expected from 
the heart which has been infected with 
them. For I never will believe that 

envy, though paſſed through all the 
moral ſtrainers, can be refined into a 
Y <6 - . virtuous, 
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virtuous emulation, or lying, improved 
into an agreeable turn for innocent in- 
vention. Almoſt all the other paſ- 


fions may be made to take an amiable 


hue; but theſe two muſt either be to- 
tally extirpated, or be always content- 

ed to preſerve their original deformity, 
and to wear their native black. 
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FEMALE CHARACTER. 


ARIOUS are the reaſons why 

Y the greater part of mankind can- 
not apply themſelves to arts or letters. 
Particular ſtudies are only ſuited to 
the capacities of particular perſons. 
Some are — "of applying to 
TT” | them 
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them "wid the delicacy of their ſex, 


ſome from the unſteadineſs of youth, 
and others from the imbecillity of age. 


_ neſs of their education, and many by 
the ſtraitneſs of their fortune. The 
wiſdom. of God is wonderfully i mani- 
feſted in this happy and well-ordered 
diverſity, in the powers and proper- 
ties of his creatures; fince, by thus ad- 
mirably ſuiting the agent to the action, 


the whole ſcheme of human affairs is 
catried on with the moſt agreeing and 


conſiſtent economy, and no chaſm is 


left for want of an object to fill it, - 


9 ſuited to its nature. | : 
Ix | in 72 great and univerſal con- 
cern of religion, both ſexes, and all 


ranks, are equally intereſted, The 
| truly catholic ſpirit of chriſtianity Ic - 
commodates ue, . with an aſtoniſh- 


% 1 # 5 id * ing 
"SLE", 5 
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Many are precluded by the narrow- 
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ing RO FHP LA to the circumſtances 
of the whole human race. It rejects 
none on account of their pecuniary 
wants, their perſonal infirmities, or 
their intellectual deficiencies. No ſu- 
periority of parts is the leaſt recom- 

mendation, nor is any depreſſion of 
fortune the ſmalleſt objection. None 
are too wiſe to be excuſed from per- 
forming the duties of religion, nor are 
any too poor to be excluded from the | 


conlolafions of its Promiſes. Ne A 


tv we n the Sidi 5 
in having furniſhed different degrees 
of intelligence, ſo exactly adapted to 
their different deſtinations, and in having 
fitted every partof his ſtupendous work, 
not only to ſerve its own immediate 


Ru purpoſe, but alſo to contribute to the 


begury and perfection of the whole: 


how much more ought we to adore 
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divine plan, by appointing one wide, 
comprehenſive, and univerſal means 
of falvarion: a falvatibb, which all 
att invited td partake; by a tritdiis 
which all are capable of dings which 
nothing but voluntary Vlitidtieſs can 


prevent our comprehenditt, and bo- 


thing But wilful error can | hinder | x 


from embracing, 


Tu Miſes are toy, and n = 
de wobec and von by fore highty- 
favoured ſultorz. 'The Teittices are 
lofty; and will not Mop to the teach 
of ordinary capacities. But * Wiſ- 
« Lon (by which the royal preacher 
* meths piety) is 4 lovitig fpifit : the 
4 4; edfily tn of them thät 16vVE het, 
% Aud fund of All foch as et ber“ 
Ney, nue is 10 acbefüble and ebd. 
— rr 


« that 
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« that deſire her, nn herlelf Ark 
6 known to them. ed el de 


. are told _y the _ animated 
writer, « that Wiſdom is the breath 
« of, the power of God,” How, infi- 
nitely ſuperior, i in grandeur and ſubli- 
| mity, is this deſcription to the origin 
of the wiſdom of the heathens, as de- 
ſcribed by their poets and mythologiſts! | 
Aa the exalted trains of the Hebrew 
poetry we read, that * wiſdom is the 
<, brightneſs of the everlaſting light, 
« the unſpotted mirror of the power 
« of 4 th _ the 1 image 0 of his . 
= . e 


A. # S 
i $44 LS 


| "Ts HE ' philofophical moe of The 
Defence of Learning obſerves, that 
knowledge has ſomething of venom 
and malignity in it, when taken with- 
out its proper correctiye, and what 

3 that 


21 
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that is, the inſpired Saint Paul teaches 
us, by placing it as the immediate an- 
tidote: Knowledge puffeth up, but cha- 
rity edifieth. Perhaps, it is the vanity 

of human wiſdom, unchaſtiſed by this 
correcting principle, which has made 
ſo many infidels. It may proceed from 
the arrogance of a ſelf-ſufficient pride, 
that ſome" philoſophers diſdain to ac- 
knowledge their belief in a being, who 
has judged proper to conceal from 
them the infinite wiſdom of his coun- 
ſels ; who, (to borrow: the lofty lan- 
guage of the man of U) refuſed to 
conſult them when he laid the foun- 
dations of the earth, hen he ſnut up- 
the ſea with doors, and made L 
| clouds the * thereof. 


A Man muſt "oy an  infidet PRI 
from pride, prejudice, or bad educa · 
tion: he cannot be one unawares or 
05 WE + by 
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by lurpriſeʒ for infidelity is not ocea- 
ſioned by ſudden impulſe or violent 
temptation. He may be twifried by 
forme vehement deſire into an immoral 
action, at which he will bluſh in his 

cooler moments, and which he will 
lament as the ſad effect bf a ſpirit un 
ſubdued by religion; but infidelity is 
a calm, conſiderate act, which cannot 
plead the weakntſs of che heart, or 
the ſeduction of the ſenſes. Even 
good men frequently fail in their duty 
through che infirmities of nature, and 
the allurementk of the world; but the 
infidel erte on a plan, o a ſetcled und 


3 3 % 10 ani! 


Bor d the lads of wen u are 
ſometimes fatally infected with this 
diſeaſe, eicher through unhappy pre- 
poſieflion, br ſome of the other cauſes 
f 3 oy Tan unwilling 


eo 


* 2 
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to believe, that there is in nature ſo 
a famake inidel. The leaſt reflexian on 
the temper, the character, and the 
education of women, makes the mind 
revalt with horros from an idea 0 im. 


"Max. 1 be allowed to 1 ak 
ig general, the minds of girls ſeem 
more aptly prepared in their early 
yaurh for the reception of - ſeripuy 
impreſſions than thoſe af the ather ſex, 
and that their leſz expoled ſituations | 
in mare advanced life qualify them 
better for the preſervation of them? 
The daughters (of geod parents 1 
mean) are often more carefully in- 


ſrufted in their religious duties, than 


the fons, and this from a variety of 
cauſes, They are not ſo faon, ſent 


from/ under the pateroal exe into the 
the M3 buſtle 


166 ON RELIGION. 


buſtle of the world, nor ſo early expoſed 
to the contagion of bad example: their 
hearts are naturally more' flexible and 
ſoft, and conſequently more liable to 
any kind of impreſſioa' the forming 
hand may ſtamp on them; and, laſtly, 
as they do not receive the ſame claſſical 
education with boys, their feeble minds 
are not obliged at once to receive and 
ſeparate the precepts of chriſtianity, 
and the documents of pagan philoſo- 
phy. The neceſſity of doing this per- 
haps ſomewhat weakens the ſerious 
impreſſions of young men, at leaſt till 
the underſtanding is formed, and con- 
fuſes their ideas of piety, by mixing 
them with ſo much heterogeneous 
matter. They only caſually read, or 
hear read, the ſcriptures of truth, 
while they are obliged to learn by 
heart, conſtrue and repeat the poeti- 
cal Sas of the leſs than human gods 
of 


2 0 
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ol the ancients: And as the excellent au- 
thor of The Internal Evidence of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion - obſerves, © Nothing has 
ſo much contributed to corrupt the 
true ſpirit of the chriſtian inſtitution, 
«-as that partiality which we contract, 
in our earlieſt education, for the 
« manners of pagan antiquity,” 


Gras, therefore, who do not con- 
tract this early partiality, ought to 
have a clearer notion of their religious 
duties: they are not obliged, at an 
age when the judgment is ſo weak, 
to diſtinguiſh between the doctrines 
of Zeno, of Epicurus, and of Chriſt; | | 
and to embarraſs their minds with the | i 
various morals which were taught in. " 

the Porch, in the Academy, and on the 


2 - S% 
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Ir is preſumed, that theſę remarks 
capngt' poſſibly be ſo miſunderſtood. 
à to be conſtrued ĩnta the leaſt diſte - 
ſpect to literature, or à want of the 
higheſt reverence” for a learned educa · 
tion, the baſis af all elegant know:. 
ledge ; they are only intended, with 
all proper deference, to point gut to 
young women, that however inferior 
their advantages of acquiring a know- 
ledge of the belles-lettrey are to thoſe 
of the other ſex; yet it depends | on. 
themſelves ngt to by ſurpaſſed in this 
moſt important of all Kudies, for 
which their abilities are equal, and 
their qpportunities, Peer greater. 


Bur che mere exemption from infi- 
delity is ſo ſmall a part of the religi- 
ous character, that I hope no one 
will attempt to claim any merit from 
this negative ſort of 'goadneſs, or va- 


_ hue 
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very worſt thing ſhe poſſibly can be. 
Let no miſtaken girl fancy ſhe gives 4 
proof of her wit by her want of piety; 
ot imagine that 2 contempt” of things 
ſerious and ſacred will exalt her under- 
ſtanding, or raiſe her character even in 
the opition of the moſt avowed male 
infidels. For one may venture to affirm, 
that with all their profligate * ideas, 
both of women and of religion, neither | 
Bolingbroke, Wharton, Buckingham, | 
nor even Land Chefter field bimſelf, would 
have efteemed a woman the more for 
ber being irreligious. ann 


Fon: with whatover nn a ackles 
frocthinþar may afieck 19 ont relighta. 
hinaſelſ, he will think it neceſſary that 
his wife hauld entertain diffrent, an- 


tions of it, He may preccud to deſpiſe 
it aa a mattor of opinion, depending oa 
s creeds 5 
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creeds and ſyſtems; but, if he is a 
man of ſenſe, he will know the value 
of it, as a governing principle, which 
is to influence her conduct and direct 
her actions. If he ſees her unaffect- 
edly ſincere in the practice of her reli - 
gious duties, it will be a ſecret pledge 
to him, that ſhe will be equally exact 
in fulfilling the conjugal; for he can 
have no reaſonable dependance on her 
attachment to him, if he has no opi- 
nion of her fidelity to Go. She 
| who neglects firſt duties, gives but an 

indifferent proof of her diſpoſition to 
fill up inferior ones; and how can a 
man of any underſtanding (whatever 
his own religious profeſſions may be) 
truſt that woman with the care of his 
family, and the education of his chil- 
dren, who wants herſelf the beſt in- 
centive to a virtuous life, the belief 


. . creature, 
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and the reſlection that . an im- 
mortal ſoul ? Ls 5 17478 


8 ſpoke it as fe bed e com- 
mendation of Cato's character, that 


he embraced philoſophy, not for the 
fake of diſputing like a philoſopher, 
but of living like one. The chief pur- 
poſe of chriſtian knowledge is to pro- 


mote the great end of a chriſtian liſe. 


Every rational woman ſhould, '- no 


doubt, be able to give a' reaſon of 


the hope that is in her; but this know- | 
ledge is beſt acquired, and the duties 


conſequent on it beſt performed, by 


reading books of plain piety and prac- 


tical devotion, and not by entering 
into the endleſs feuds, and engaging 


in the unproſitable contentions of par- 
tial controverſialiſts. Nothing is more 
unamiable than the nartow ſpitit of 

party zeal, nor is any thing more diſ- 


guſting 
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_ guſting than to hear a waman deal out 
| Judgments, and denounce / avathemas 
againſt any one, who happens to differ 
from her in ſome opinion, perhaps of no 
real importance, and which, it is proba- 


ble, the may be juſt as wrong in re- 


jecting, as the object of her cenſure is 
in embracing. A furious and unmer. 
ciful female bigot wanders as far beyond 
the limits preſcribed to her ſex, as a 
Thaleſtris or a Joan d'Arc. Violence 
of temper has made as few converts as 
the ſword, and the appearance of the 
former is almoſt as diſguſting in a wo- 
man, as the uſe of the latter would be 


Dur, though no one will be fright- 
ened out of their opinions, yet they 
may be perſuaded out of them: they 
may be touched by the affecting ear- 


„ 6 and 
| allured 
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_ allured by the attractive beauty uf 


_  bonfiſtently ſerious life And while 


a young woman ought to dread the 
name of a wrangling polemic, it is her 
duty to aſpire after the honourable 
character of a ſincere Chriſtian. - But 
this dignified character ſhe can by no 
means deſetve, if the is evet afraid to 
zvow her principles; of aſhamed: to 
__thefend chem. A profligate; who makes 
it a point to ridicule every thiug which 
comes under the appearance of formal 
inftru&ion, will be difconcerted at the 
ſpirited yet modeſt tebuke of a pious 
young woman. But chere is as much 
efficacy in the manner of reproving 
prophaneneſs, as in the words. If ſhe 
torrekte it with moroſeiieſs, tHe Gefeats 
ide felt of Her remedy, by her 
ſcikrul manner of admimiſtering ic. 
6h the vther hand, Me affects to de- 
| fend the inſulted cafe er Gba, in 8 
F* 4 | | faint 
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Faint tone of voice, and ſtudied -ambi- 
goity of phraſe, or with à levity of 
manner and a certain expreſſion of plea- 
ſure in her eyes, which proves ſhe is 
ſreretiy delighted with what ſhe pre- 
dtends to cenſure, ſhe injures religion 

much more than he did who publickly 

prophaned it; for ſhe plainly indicates, 

either that ſhe does not believe, or 
reſpect what ſhe: profeſſes. The other 
attacked it as an open foe; ſhe betrays 
it as a falſe friend. No one pays any 
regard to the opinion of an avowed 
enemy; but the deſertion or treachery 
. ol a 1 0 n is e in- 


N =; how 211 425 

r is a Sai, which nt 
in the world, that religion only be- 
' longs to the old and the malancholy, 
and that it is not worth. while to pay 


the leaſt attention to it, while we are 
| N 


ENLET 
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capable of attending to any thing elle. 
They allow it to be proper enougi 
for the clergy, whoſe buſineſs it 
is, and for the aged, who have not 


ſpirits for any buſineſs at all. But till 


they can prove, that none except the 
[clergy and the aged die, it muſt be 


confeſſed, ker this i is moſt wrerdhied 
ons. A ON: * 4 4 INV ene 


4s 417 | is has o 11501 20 


eker ichen ical ding thefts 
e religion, by placing it in a 


or a young one wrinkled. But can 
any thing be more abſurd than to re- 
preſent the beauty of holineſs! as the 
ſource of one nang = % ine og 4c; 


OW 4 | 
A A NI. toll 


in — few, Rs ſo entirely 
plunged in buſineſs, or abſurbed in 


P Ie * 


pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, as not tb intend; at ſome 
future time, to ſet about à religibus 


life in good earneſt. But then they 
conſider it as, a kind of demiet reſort, 


and, think it prudent to defer flying tv 


1 reliſh left for any thing elſe. Do 
| they forget, that to perform this great 
buſineſs well requires all the ſtrength 
of their youth, and all the vigour of 
their unimpaired Capacities? To con- 
firm this gen _ may cobſetve 


cinting Pains er in the ey. math uni- 


4 
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War the ſenſes are palled with 
exceſſive gratification ; when the eye 
is tired with ſceing. and the ear with 


hearing ; when the ſpirits are ſo ſunk, 
that the graſchopper is become a burthen, - 


how ſhall the blynted apprehenſiag be. 
capable of underſtanding a new ſcience, 


or the worn - out heart be able to reliſh. | 


a new pleaſure? . 


To put off gion till we have loſh 


all taſte for amuſement ; to refuſe * ; 


teping 40 che voice gf the charmes 


till our enfeghled organs can no — 4 
liſten to the voice of © ſinging men 


& and ſinging women,” and not to 
devote our days to heaven till ye 


haye & no Pleaſure i in them”  ourſelpes, 


is bu an ungracious offering. And 
it is a wretched ſacrifice to the God of 


heaven, to preſent him with the rem- 


8 of exting 


nants of decayed | Tenn. and * : 
118 
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GENIUS, TASTE, GOOD 
SS SENSE, Ga 


— 


Wes | 


IE | eee Ae 


genius as perception is from in- 
vention; yet, though diſtinct . 


” 


introducing this Emy, which, ſhe fears, may be thought 
| foreign to her purpoſe, But ſhe . 


"8 * 4 . ''” 7 R * 
3 : £ « 4 & 
1 


| de 
n 
no means inconſiſtent with it. It is 


as unlettered good ſenſe; yet, though 
it is neither wit, learning, nor genius, 
it is a ſubſtitute for each, where they 
do not exiſt, and the e e on 
a | 


Goon fas is ſo OE 3 
the appellation of commonſenſe, by 
which it is frequently called, that it is 
perhaps one of the rareſt qualities of 
the human mind. If, indeed, this 
name is given it in nun. 

lar ſuitableneſa to the 2 4 


. 3 
A N 
1 pol 
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RS I ES 
(which encouraged her to hazard the following remarks) 
will not 0#2rzveT her general deign, ones If It dots 
not actually raener git. N 


1 N 2 in 


** 


from taſte in this, that taſſe is an in- 
ſtantaneous deeiſton of the mind, a 
ſudden relifh/: of what is beantiful, or 
diſguſt at what is defective, in an ob- 
canfirmation of the judgment. Gaod 
ſauſe is perkaps that confirmation, 
which eſtabliſhes a ſuddenly concerved 
idea, or feeling, by the powers of 
| comparing and-teflecting, They differ 
_ allo in this that at ſeems t have 
a more immediate referehce to arts, 
to literature, ànd to almoſt every ob- 
Jett of the ſenſas; while goa ſenſe 
riſes to motal excellence, amd exerts 
its inſluence on life and manners. Tate 
zs fitted to the peroeption and emoy- 
ment of whatever is beautiful in art 
or nature: "Gerd finfe, to che improve 
ment of the conduct, e 
of the heart. 7 55 "Mu 


Yr 
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Far the term good ſenſe, is uſed in- 
-difcriminatcly to expreſs eicher u finiſh. = 
ed taſte for letters, or an invariable 
/prudlence in the affairs of life. It is 
ſornetimes applied to the moſt mode- 
rate abilities, in avhich caſe, the ex- 
preſſion is certainly too ſtrong; and at 
others to the moſt ſhining, when it is 
as much too weak and inadequate, | A 
"fenſible man is the uſual, but unappro- 


| priated phrake, for every degree in the 5 


ſcale of underſtanding, from the ſober 


mortal, who obtains it by his decent 


"demeanor and ſolid dulineſs, to him 
Whoſe talents qualify him to rank with 
a Bacon, a Harris, or a Johnſon, 


Gen1vs is the power of i invention 
and imitation. It is an incommuni- 
cable faculty: no art or {ſkill of the 
* of it on ancther; . 
er N 3 bour 
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bour can reach the ſummit of perfec- 
tion, where the ſeeds of it are -want- | 
ing in the mind; yet it is capable of 
infinite improvement — it actually 
. Exiſts, and is attended with the higheſt 
capacity of communicating inſtruction, 
. 2880 


II i the peculiar property of g genius 
to ſtrike out great or beautiful things: 
is the felicity of good ſenſe not to do 

"abſurd ones. Genius breaks out in 
: ſplendid ſentiments and elevated ideas 
good ſenſe confines its more circum- 
ſcribed, but perhaps more uſeful walk, 
"within the limits of prudence and pro- 
The poet's eye in a fine frenzy rolling, | 
ogg glance IT yon * . 2 55 


oN | GENIUS, 6. 18g 


n and gives to airy nothing 
eee gd nate. ” 


ö 25 n "the neſt piſture of 
Human genius that ever was drawn, by 
. human pencil. It preſents a living 
image of a, creative. imagination, or a 
power of inventing been 
no actual exiſtence. | 


Wrrn fuperficial Judges, "OY * 
muſt be confeſſed, make up the greater 
part of the maſs. of mankind, talents 
are only liked or underſtood to a cer- 
tain degree. Lofty ideas are above 
the reach of ordinary apprehenſions : 
the vulgar allow thoſe who poſſeſs them 
to be in a ſomewhat higher ſtate of 
mind than themſelves; but of the vaſt 
gulf which. ſeparates them, they have 
not the leaſt conception. They ac- 
| knowledge a ſuperiority, but of its 
- Extent they neither know the value, 
n 


89 


” 
, nor 
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nor can conceive the reality, It is 
true, the mind, as well as the eye, 

can take in objects larger than itfelf 5 
but this is only true of Strat! a 
for a man of ſow capatity, HO con- 
fiders a conſummmate genius, reſembles 
phe, who ſeeidg a cblumm for the firſt 
time, and ſtanding at too geit 4 wif: 
tance to take in the whole of it, con- 
cludes it to be flat. Or, like one 
unacquainted with the firlt principles 
of philoſophy, who, finding, the ſen- 
ſible horizon appear a plain ſurface, 
can form no idea of the ſpherical 25 

of the whole, which he does not fee, 
and laughs at the account of NN | 


which he cannot. comprehend. 


" Waxrivixth excellent is allo rare; 
what is uſeful is more common. How 


2 many thouſands ate born qualified for 
the * ctnploytnents of life, for 
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one who is capable of excelling in the 
five arts! yer ſo it ought to be, be- 
| cauſe our natural wants are more nu- 
merous, and wn thai | 
hs n 0 . 3 


9 


a wee it n aa. 
ab diſtinguiſhed talents has been drawn 
into any dangerous indiſctetion ; it is 
common for thoſe whoſe coldneſs of 
temper has ſupplied the place, and 
uſurped che name of prudence, to 
boaſt of their own ſteadier virtue, and 
triumph in their own ſuperior cautionz 
only becanſe they have never been a 

failed by a temptation ſt rang enough 

to ſurpriſe them into error. And wich 
what a viſible appropriation of the cha- 
rater to themſelves, do they conſtantly 
conclude, with a cordial compliment 
10 6 common ale! They point out the 
beauty 


9 
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beauty and uſefulneſs of this quality 
ſo forcibly . and explicitly, that you 
cannot poſſibly . miſtake whoſe. picture 
they are drawing with. ſo flattering a 
pencil. The unhappy man whoſe con- 
duct has been fo feelingly arraigned, 
perhaps acted from good, though miſ- 
taken motives; at leaſt, from motives 
of which his cenſurer has not capacity 
to judge: but the event was unfavour- 
able, nay the action might be really 
wrong, and the vulgar maliciouſly take 
the opportunity of this ſingle indiſcre- 
tion, to lift themſelves nearer on a 
level with a character, which, except 
in this inſtance, has always thrown 
them at 2 ee and mor- 


Tux elegant Biographer of Collins, 
in his affecting apology for that unfor- 
| Funate genius, MIR: 2 Thar the 


J gifts 
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4 gifts of imagination bring the heavieſt 
"6 taſk on the vigilance of reaſon ; and 
© «to bear thoſe faculties with unerring 
400 rectitude, or invariable propriety, 
466 requires a degree of firmneſs, and of 
et cool attention, which does not al- 
1 ways attend the higher gifts of the 
mind; yet difficult as Nature herſelf 
© ſeems to have rendered the taſk of 
* regularity to genius, it is the ſu- 
66 preme conſolation of dullneſs, and | 
4 of folly to point with gothic triumph 
„ to thoſe exceſſes which are the 
- « overflowing of faculties * never 
5 . 


Bur what the gester part of the 
world mean by common ſenſe, will be f ge- 
nerally found, on a cloſer enquiry, to 
be art, fraud, or ſelfiſhneſs! That ſort 
of ſaving prudence which makes men 


ee mne. 
of 
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or profit 3 diligent in the purſuit of 
their oyn pleaſures or intereſts; and 
. perfectly at their eaſe as to hat be- 
where their own property is concerned, 
good of others is at ſtake, and per- 
deftly . 


1 


| Wie we ſee ſo many accompliſhed 

wits 'of the preſent age, as remarkable 
for the decorum of their lives, as for 
the brilliancy of their writings, . we may 
believe, that, next to principle, it is 
_ owing to their good ſenſe, which re- 
gulates and chaſtiſes their i imaginations, 
The vaſt conceptions which enable a 
true genius to aſcend the ſublimeſt 


heights, may be ſo gannected with the 


ſtronger paſſions, as to give it a na- 
rural tendency to fly off from the ſtraight 


Ss * A bh 
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ing on the fancy, makes it gravitate 
powerfully towards that virtue which 


is iy proper centre. wes 


Bon 


Abr to this, whe ir is conſidered 
with what imperſection the Divine 


Wiſdom has thought fit tu ſtamp every 


thing human, it will be found, that 


excellence and infirmity are fo inſepa- 
rably: wound up in each other, that a 
man derives the foreneſs of temper, 
and irritabihty of nerve, which make 
him uneaſy to others, and unhappy in 
himſelf, from thoſe exquiſite feelings, 
and that elevated pitch of thought, by 
wbich, as the apoftle expreſſes it on a 


ou of the body. 


F 


the ſpirit is carried away by the mag- 
nificence of its own ideas, 


| Not 


125 
line of regularity 3 ui gend ft, act. 


| er pag he ts, are wore, 
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Not touch d but rapt, not waken'd but inſpir'd, . 


_ that the frail body, which is dhe na 

tural victim of pain, diſeaſe, and death, 
ſhould not always be able to follow 
the mind in its nobleſt aſpirations, but 
ſhould be as imperfect as if it belopged 


TINS 


— kihend 
to humble humag pride, by preſenting | 
to our eyes ſo mortifying a view of the 
weakneſs and infirmity of even his beſt 
work ? Perhaps. man, who is already 
but a little lower than the angels, 
might, like the revolted fpirits, totally 
have ſhaken. off obedience - and. ſub-. 
miſſion to his Creator, had not God - 
wiſely tempered human excellence with 


a certain conſciouſneſs of its own im- 
perſection. But though this inevitable 


3 wy be: be 
found 
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| found in the beſt charactert, yet how 


can that be the ſource of triumph and 

exaltation to any, which, if -properly 

| weighed, muſt be the deepeſt motive 
of humiliation to all? A good nature! 

man will be ſo far from rejoicing, that 
he will be ſecretly troubled, whenever he 


reads that the greateſt Roman moraliſt 


was tainted with _ avarice, and the 


| greateſt Briciſh ag acc with re- 


N 


1 n Fore, in his El. 
fay 08 Gcli, that, - 


Ten cenſure wrong for one who writes nig. 
But 1 apprehend i it does not therefore 


follow that to judge, is more difficult 


than to write, If this were the caſe, 
the critic would be ſuperior to the 


Poet, W %% 
„ che 


— 
- 
. 
— — — — — — — 
— —— — — <a +» — 
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the contrary, © . The critics, (ſays the 


great champion of Shakeſpeare,). bur 
faſhions the body of a work, the poct 


muſt add the foul, which gives free 


and direction to its actions and geſtures.” 


It ſhould ſeem that the reaſon why ſo 


many. more judge wrong, than write 
i, is becauſe. che number of readers 


is beyond all proportion greater than 


the number of | writers. Eyery man 


who reads, is in ſome meaſure a critic, 


and, with very common abilities, may 
. Poigt out real faults and material er- 


rors in a very well written book; but 


it by no means follows that he is able - 


to write any ching comparable to the 
work which he is capable of cenſuring. 


And unleſs the numbers of thoſe who 


write, and of thoſe who judge, were 
more equal, the calevlation Teems'not 


» if # 
> do de uite air. deen man 
412286. „ 7» > 44 of = 
. . : * * 
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_ A eapactry for reliſhing works of 
genius is the indubitable ſign of a good 
Taſte, But if a proper diſpoſition and 
Ability to enjoy the "compoſitions! of 
others; entitle a man to the claim of 
reputation, it is ſtill a far inferior de- 
gree of merit to his who can invent and 

produce thoſe compoſitions, the bare 
diſquiſition of which gives the eritie | 
n FOTO n 
By ot 3 it Edina 
Tur n of thoeepalatademp 
in his admirable: Diſcourſe en-imitation, 
has ſet the folly of depending on unaſ- 
| ſiſted genius, in the cleareſt light; and 
has ſhewn the neceſſity of adding the 
knowledge of others, to our own native 
powers, im his uſual ſtriking and tmaſter- 
ly manner. The mind, ſays be, is 4 
barren ſoil, is A {vil ſoon exhauſted, 
and will produce no crop, or only 
one, unleſs it be continusliy fertiliz. 
as : O * 


under the notion that they are original. 
roſe, the honeyſuckle, bor the carna- 
3 eflence of es all.” 


mulation - of knowledge is neceflary, 
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«ed, _ ry 846g with re, of mat- 
b ter.“ i . ol 7 * 


R "4% 


- "np dab bes a 


is a great enemy to Originality; but 
even if this were true, it would pers 
haps be as well that an author ſhould 


give us the ideas of far better writers, 


mixed and aſſunilated wich the matter 
in his own mind, as: thoſe crude and 
undigeſted thoughts which he values 


The ſweeteſt honey neither taſtes of the 


a EE Wy 


Js: . 


it is indiſpenſably > in poetry. It is a 
fatal raſhneſs for any one t0 truſt toe 
n to bia on an, ideas. 
8 0 He 


creaſe them by every ſpecies of elegant 
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He muſt-invjgorate them by exerciſe, 


195 


poliſh them by converſation, and in- 


and virtuous knowledge, and the mind 
will nat fail to reproduce with intereſt 
thoſe ſeeds, which are ſomn in it by 
ſtudy and obſervation. Above all; 
let every one guard againſt the dan · 
gerous opinion that he knows enough t 
an opinion that will weaken the energy 
and reduce the powers of the mind, 
which, though once perhaps vigarous 
and effectual, will be ſonk co 6 fato | 
of literary ambecility, - by cheriſuing 
yain and preſumptuous ideas 4 i 
own independence. 3 a e geren 


„ | 
that a poet ſhould be deeply ſxilled in 
the Linnman ſyſtem; but it muſt be 
allowed, chat a general aoquaintance 
with plants and flowers will furnifh 
ST - 0 2 him 
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him with a delightful and profitable ſpe- 
cies of inſtruction. Ne is not obliged to 
trace nature in all her nice and varied 
3 with the minute accuracy 
of a Boyle, or the laborious-inveltiga- 
tion of a Newton; but his good ſenſe 
will point out to him, that no inconſide 
rable portion of philoſophical know- 
ledge is requiſite” to the completion of 
his literary character. The” ſciences 
are more independent, and require 
little or no aſſiſtance from the graces 
of poetry; but poetry, if ſhe would 
dbharm and inſtruct, muſt not be fo 
haughry; ſhe muſt be contented to 
borrow of the ſciences; many of her 
choiceſt alluſions, and many of her 
moſt graceful'embelliſhments; and does 
it not magnify” the character of true 
poeſy, that ſhe includes within herſelf 
all the NY Lee of e every _ 
art? Fre WON - DUE» £286 | 
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Tus rules of the great maſters in 
criticiſm may not be ſo neceſſary to 
the forming a good taſte, as the ex- 
amination of thoſe original mines 
from whence they drew their treaſures 
. of knowledge. "rt 


Tur three celebrated Ediys on the 


Art of Poetry do not teach ſo much 
by their laws as by their examples; 
the dead letter of their rules is leſs in- 
ſtructive than the living ſpirit of their 
verſe; Let theſe rules are to a young 
poet, what the ſtudy of . logarithms is 
to a young mathematician they do 
not ſo much contribute to form his 
judgment, as. afford him the ſatisfac: 
tion of convincing him that he is right. 
They do not preclude the difficulty of 
| the operation; but at the concluſion of 
it, furniſh him . with a fuller demon- 
a that he has proceeded on pro- 


0%” per 


1g8 
Per principles, | 


bring to light every favourite failing. 
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When he has well 
ſtudied the maſters in whoſe ſchools 


the firſt critics formed themſelves, and 
fancies he has caught a ſpark of their 


divine Flame, it may be a good me- 
| thod to try his own compoſitions by 
the teſt of the critic, rules, ſo far at 


leaſt as the mechaniſm of poetry goes, 
If the examination be fair and candid, 


this trial, like the touch of Ithuriel's 


ſpear, will detect every latent error, and 


| Goop iaſte always ſuits the meaſure 
of its admiration to the merit of the 
compoſition it examines. It accom- 
modates its praifes, or its cenſure, to 


| the excellence of a work, and appro- 
priates it to the nature of it. General 
applauſe, or indiſcriminate abuſe, is 


the fign of a vulgar underſtanding, 


There are certain blemifhes which the 
| judicious 
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judicious and good natured reader will 
candidly overlook. But the falſe ſub- | 
lime, the tumour which is intended 
for greatneſs, the diſtorted figure, the 
puerile conceit, and the incongruous = 
metaphor, theſe are defects for which 
ſcarcely any other kind of merit can 
atone. And yet there may be more 
| hope of a writer, (eſpecially if he be a 
young one), who is now and then 
guilty of ſome of theſe faults, than of 
one who avoids them all, not through 
judgment, but - feebleneſs, and who, 
inſtead of deyiating into error, is con- 
tinually falling ſhort of excellence. F or 
the mere abſence of error implies that 
moderate and inferior degree of merit 
with which a cold heart and a phleg- 
' matic taſte will be better ſatisfied than 
with the magnificent irregularities of 
exalted ſpirits, ' It ſtrerches ſame minds 
w an uneaſy extenſion 49. be * 
Wes | ? 


5 * 
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to attend to compoſitions ſuperlatively 
excellent; and it contracts liberal ſouls 
to a painful narrowneſs to deſcend to 
books of inferior merit. A work of 
capital genius, to a man of an ordinary 
mind, is the bed of Procruſtes to one 
of a ſhort ſtature, the man is too little 
to fill up the ſpace aſſigned him, and 
undergoes the torture in attempting 
it: and a moderate, or low production 
to a man of brilliant talents, is the pu- 
niſhment inflicted by Mezentius ; the 
living ſpirit has too much animation to 
endure patiently to be in contact with 
A dead body. 2 


Tlarr ſeems to be a ſentiment of 
the ſoul which gives the bias to opinion, 
for we feel before we reflect. Without 
this ſemimenc, all knowledge, learning 
and opinion, would be cold, inert 
| materials, whereas they become active 
* principles 
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tee when ſtirred, Kindled, red 
ien by this animating ne 


̃ | Turny is another feeling which z is 
called Enthufiaſm. The entbuff aſw 
of ſenſible hearts is ſo. ſtrong, that it 
not only yields to the impulſe with 
which ſtriking objects act on it, bur 
ſuch hearts help on the effect by their 
own ſenſibility. In a ſcene where 
Shakeſpeare and Garrick give perfec. 
tion to each other, the feeling heart 
does not merely accede to the delirium 
they occaſion : it does more, it is en- 
amoured of it, it ſolicits the decluſion, 
it ſues to be deceived, and grudgingly 
cheriſhes the ſacred treaſure of its feel. 
x ings. The poet and t concur 
in carrying us 

Hheyondt this viſible diurnal ſphere. | | 
They. bear us . aloft. in their airy 
courſe with unreliſted rapidity, if 
"oy: meet not with any obſtruction 


from 


K 
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from the coldneſs of our own feelings. 
Perbaps, only a few fine ſpirits ean 
enter into the detail of their writing 
and acting; but the multitude do not 
enjoy leſs acutely, becauſe they are 
not able philoſophically to analyſe the 
ae of their joy or ſorrow. If the 
others have the advantage of judging, 
theſe have at leaft the privilege of 
feeling; and it is not from complaiſance 
to a few leading judges, that they 
burſt into peals of laughter, or melt 
into delightful agony; their hearts de- 
cide, and that is a decifion from whence 
there lies no appeal. It muſt. how- 
ever be confeſſed, that the nicer ſepa- 
rations. of character, and the lighter 
and almoſt imperceptible ſhades which 
ſometimes diſtinguiſh them, will not 
be intimately reliſhed, unleſs there be 
A conſonancy of tate as well as fill. 
ing i in the aer; Jour. where the 
4 — 
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paſſions. are principally concerned, the 
profane yulgar come in for a larger 
portion of the univerſal delight, than 


_ eritics and connoiſſeurs are willing to 
N them. 7 nf | 


11 ontbufaſm,. oY the natu- 
dne 80 of genins, is no more 
femius itſelf, than drunkenneſs is cheer- 

fulneſs; and that entbuſaſm which 

diſcovers itſelf on-occafions not worthy 
to excite it, is the mark of a wretched 
Judgment and a falſe after. 


NIronn produces — ob- 


jects: to imitate them, is the province 
of Genius; to direct thoſe imitations, 


on their effects, is the buſineſs of Taft. 
For Tafte, who fits as ſupreme Judge 
on the productions of Genius, is not 
ſatisfied when ſhe merely imitates Na- 
ture: 


% 


is the property of Judgment to decide 
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ture : the: muſt, alſo, ſays an ingeni- 
ous F trench writer, imitate beautiful 
Nature. It requires no leſs judgment 
to reject than to chooſe, and: Genius 
might imitate what is vulgar, under 
pretence that it was natural, if Toft 
did not carefully point out thoſe ob- 
jets which are moſt proper for imita- 
tion. It alſo requires a very nice diſ- 
cernment to diſtinguiſh veriſimilitude 
from truth; for there is a truth in 
Taſte nearly as concluſive as demon- 
ſtration in mathematics. 


'Griavs, when in the full impetu- 
oſity of its career, often touches on the 
very brink of errori and is, perhaps, 
never ſo near the verge of the preci- 
pice, as when indulging its ſublimeſt 
flights It is in thoſe great, but dan- 

gerous moments, that the curb of 
vigilant 1 is moſt wanting : 
while 


* 4 
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while ſafe and ſober Dulneſs obſerves 


one tedious and inſipid round of tire- 


ſome. uniformity, and ſteers equally 


clear of eccentricity. and of beauty. 
Dulneſs has few. redupdancies to re- 
trench, few luxuriancies to prune, and 


few irregularities to ſmooth. Tbeſe, 
though, errors, are the errors of Ge- 


nius, for there is rarely redundancy - 


without plenitude, or irregularity with- 
out greatneſs. . The exceſſes of Genius 
may eaſily be retrenched, but the de · 
ficiencies of Dulneſs can never be ſup- 
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OR RE SE ILOE: © us 
Tnoss who copy from others will 


doubtleſs be leſs excellent than thoſe 


who cop from Nature To imitate 
imitators, is the way to depart too far 
from the great original herſelf. The 


latter copies of àn engraving retain 


fainter and fainter traces of the ſub- 
* 5 | | ject, 
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Ir feems very extraordinary, that it 


mould be the moſt difficult thing ic in 
the world to be natural; and that it it 
mould be harder to hit off the manners 
of real life, and to delineate ſuch cha- 

raters as we converſe with every day, 
than to imagine ſuch as do not exiſt, 
But caricature is much eaſier” than an 
exa® outline, and the colouring of 
fancy leſs rev h that of truth. 


— Jo 3 ines what tate 
they have, till it is awakened by ſome 
correſponding object; nay gemus it- 
ſelf is a fire, which in many minds 
would never blaze, if not ne 


„ ee that. — e 


— 
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ing, accompanies it with the capacity 
| of enjoying. The judgment, which 

is clear ſighted, points out ſuch objects 
as are calculated to inſpire love, and 
the r ait 
to whatever is — 


| een eng 8 
great deal depends on che ſtate of 
| learning in the particular age or na-. 
| tion, in which an avchor lives, Was. 
dark and ignorant period, modetate 
knowledge will entitle its poſſeſſor to 
a conſiderable ſhare of fame ; whereas, 
to be diſtinguiſhed in a polite and let- 
| tered! age, ts an. res 7 


Wu, e EY etnerge 
from a ftate of mental darkneſs, and to 
ſtrike out the firſt rudiments of im- 


Ea 4 a „ 
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| ö but incorrett ſketches, . gives the rude _ 
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out lines of general art, and leaves the 
fling, up to the leiſure of kappier 
days, and the; refinement. of | mote en 
lightened times. Their drawing is a 
rude Shoꝛxo, and their Poetry wild 
_minſtrelſy. 


ni Mil e . gen 1 
I Pzzxzerion. of ute ie is a point which 
a. nation, no ſooner | doner feaches, than it 
overſhoors z and it ig, more dißcult $9 
"return to it, after, having paſſed, Fo 
than it was to attain when, they fell 
| ſhort of it. _ Where, the arts begin. to 
 Jangyiſh after having. flouriſhed, they 
ſeldom indeed fall back to their. origl- 
nal barbariſm, but a certain fecbleneſs 
of exertion takes place, and it is more 
difficult to recover them from this 
dying langour to their proper ſtrength, 


than it it was to poliſh-them from their 
former Tudeneſs,; for jt | is a leſs for- 


* 9 midable 


20 


: e ' undertaking to refine barba- 
_ rity, chan to ſtop decay: the firſt may 
be dabouted ice elegance, but che 


| Kiter vil teh be Wergthches into 


2 pl 3 


"Tabs exerts iel a+ fiſt but t by 


2nd imperfectly: it is repreſſed and kept 


back by a crowd of the moſt diſcou- 


mging prejudices: like an Fae 


prinee, who, though born to teign, - 


yer holds an idle feeptre, which he Has 
not power to uſe, but is obliged" to ſee 
with che eyes, wine through the 


ears of other men. * mage gen 
A ETA ap ial 75 will hard- 


h ever go out of his way, even in 
ſearch of einbelliſhment: he will tudy 
to attain the beſt end by the moſt na- 
tural means ; for he knows that what. 
is not natural cannot be beautiful, and 


P 1 


beauty into à glaring defect. When 
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that nothing can be beautiful out of 
its own place; for an improper ſitu- 
ation. will convert the moſt ſtriking 


by a well - connected chain of ideas, 
or a judicious ſucceſſion of events, the 
reader is ſnatched to Thebes or 
Athens,“ what can be more imper- 
tinent than for the poet to obſtruct the 
operation of the paſſion he has juſt 
been kindling, by introducing a con- 
ceit which contradicts his purpoſe, 
| and interrupts his buſineſs? . Indeed, 
ve cannot be. tranſported, even in 
| idea, to thoſe places, if the poet does 

not manage ſo adroitly as not to make 

us ſenſible of the journey: the inſtant 
ve feel we are travelling, the writer's 
RON n 


peas; ſays Ovid, ENT have 
been reſtored to her mother Ceres, had 


* 
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not Aſcalaphus ſeen her ſtop to gather 
reſtoration were, that ſhe ſhould taſte 
nothing. A ſtory pregnant with in- 
ſtruction for lively writers, who by 
neglecting the main buſineſs,” and go- 
ing out of the way for falſe gratiſica- 
tions, loſe ſight of the end they ſhould 
principally keep in view. It was this 
falſe taſte that introduced the number- 
leſs concetii, which diſgrace the hright- 
eſt of the Italian poetsz and this is the 
reaſon, why the reader only feels ſhort 
and... interrupted ſnatches of delight in 
peruſing, the brilliant but unequal 
' compoſitions of | Ariaſto, inſtead of 

that unbroken and undiminiſhed plea- = 
ſure, which he conſtantly receives from 
Virgil, from Milton, and generally 
from Taſſo. The firſt- mentioned Ita- 

lian is the Atalanta, who will interrupt 
** moſt eager career, to pick up the 
„ WY glittering | 
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glittering miſchief, - while the Man- 
-pomenes, preſs an warm A 
"__ and unſeduced by W 


4 Parts icon of anal yy gar 
great pains in the perfection of his ſtyle, 
pears to be moſt eaſy, will be gene- 
rally found to be leaſt imitable. The 
moſt elegant verſes are the moſt cafily 


| retained, they faſten themſelves on the 


memory, without its making any effort 
ro preſerve them, and we are apt to ima- 


eine, that what is remembered with 
Faſe, way written without ener, 


0 conclude; Genius is a rere and 

| ious gem, of which few Know 
the worth; it & fitter for the cabinet 

of the contolilees; than for che com- 

R merce 
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meree of mankind. Good fenſe is a 
bank bill, convenient for change, ne- 
gotiable at all times, and current in 
al places. It knows the value of 
ſmall things, and conſiders that an 


aggregate of them makes up the ſum 


of human affairs. It elevates comrhon - 
concerns into matters of importance, 
by performing them in the beſt man- 
ner, and at the moſt ſuitable ſeaſon. 
Good ſenſe carties with it the idea of 
equality, while Genus is always ſuf- 
RO OD eee 
of: ſuperiority; and reſpect is paid to 
in with that reloctance which - always 
attends other icmpofts, the lower or- 
ders of mamk inc generally repimng 
moſt at demands, by which they are 
leaſt liable to be affected. | | 
a; 1 1 
As 8 
penetrate vih a vw beam into 
sf unfa- 
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is the property of good ſenſe to diſtin- 
guiſh perfectly, and judge acccurately 
what really is. - Good ſenſe has not ſo 
piercing an eye, bur it has as clear a 
ſight : it does not penetrate ſo deeply, 
but as far as it does ſee, it diſcerns 
diſtinctly. Good ſenſe is a judicious 
mechanic, who can produce beauty 
and convenience out of ſuitable means; 
but Genius (I ſpeak with reverence of 

the immeaſurable. diſtance) bears ſome 
remote reſemblance to the divine ar- 

chite&t, who produced perfection of 
beauty without any viſible materials, 
who pate, and it was created; who 
ſaid, Let it be, and it . 


A Q +. N — ws ” \ * ; 
12 - A 1 
- * . - 
8 T H E E N D 
By: a * 
. , 


— the . Author, 
Pier, a Tragedy. Price 18. 6d. 


Sin Ebbab of the Bowes, and the 

_  BrenpinG Rocx. Legendary Tales. 
8 Price 2 8. 6 d. 

RET Printed for T. Cadell in the Strand. 


"Don to Da Acox, Mr. "RY | 
2 NHouſe- Dog at Hamptan. Price d:. 


| "The Sixth Edition of 
The SeARcn after Harpiness, A 
Paſtoral Drama. Price 1 8. 6d. 


| The Third Bdition of - 
Thel Ixevax1nLE CaerrvE, A Tragedy. 


Price 1 s. 6d. 


| Printed for T. Cadel, in the Strand; and. 
n 


. * . TY | 
* *, p * „ N 3 " « N 1 8 8 <1 * as 4 «© 2 2 
. f 4 * 4 44.4 4 14A. "IS 
7 1 9 ** * r K * 
*, 4 , F 77 PI : * 6 44 * 9 — 40 1 N 14 
2 1 4 0 Gf ASA «# Vs 3 + © wh *© 
- _ . 
— «© "FP — 
„„ n 
. o 1 - 4+ ww C4 A. 
. 
Cog Trent e Th bingt 
A f go * 4 4 % * „ * 
0 = 24+; } %# & © 3# SS *®S # - 1 W% an 


. oe; - * ” . 7 
a 3 5 * * : + b 3} 4 * 8 4 * 4 . —— _— 04 of = bo - 
' 7 — . 
, 
4 / | 
: * * 
23 * ROY. 1 N i 1 
[LW 10 BE EIT . S * 
« : 
[41 v4 1240 45 * * 17 7. 0905 _ a if ! / 
4s - « Ys + 4 1 LL L 2 440 S > &% + — w# 4.4 ' 
.- * - * 1 * 15 : 
A 2 284 1 78785 erer + - 
/ * 3 » fa 1 33 6 TS FE EET. 
- 


a 5 n rer ” * 4 1212 iT 
5 Nee 4 „AVI 1K 1441214112 
* — | N # 
: 13 — . 
* on, 67 ? a 14 
8 5 
< , = . 21 * * * E F — 
3 bas : baue hn 7 . 4448 ) T7 wt £9 
V . 2A s 2 FL 1 
Kur r 7 * 81 3 0 11 8.53 1 
. 7 * 
\ [ * 
"= * 8 
* 1 ; 5 
1 : « 
x 
» 


